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BE TOUGH! 


IT MEAN REALLY TOUGH/ 


my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 
Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied ~- - al 


to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 
No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 
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cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 
“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

. afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World's Most 
Perfectly Developed Man" — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, > 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
..a REAL man from head to toe... a 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 
7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
So sure am I of how fast ** Dynamic-Tension™ 
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DARN IT! I'M SICK AND TIREO OF 
BEING A SCARECROW! CHARLES 


ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A 
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works that I make this offer to you. Try my course for every 

for 7 days and in even that short period of time you Pupil. BOY! IT DIDN'T TAKE ATLAS LONG To © 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline DO THIS FOR ME! WHAT wees) 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. Send oouress in nace ig at gaan cure: 






JIU JITSU-KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 
HAND BALANCING 


for full information, WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept, 1L 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 
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WRESTLINGS BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


are PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunisnea monn) 
T 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 
Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... . Each 
issue’s ‘‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names. . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... "Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
__ around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from iN 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . ’ 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” ok 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING euisnea monty) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. . 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . ‘Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star... All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: “Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue. . . “You Asked Us’ allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 








Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO; 
CO) NEW 36 Magazines For Only $42! 
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Box 48 (] RENEWAL 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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(U.S.FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countnes $57.) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 
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GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


Acombination subscription to Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 








When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber” will get: 





© Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 88, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 





® Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
a Gallery,’’ Wrestling Superstars, the 
"magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 








Four issues of Wrestling 88 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15.00, a savings of $5.00 
off the newsstand price! Each issue is delivered to your door in a protective manila envelope! 


| Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. 








(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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Heavyweight boxing champion Mike Tyson holds a copy of the Spring 1988 edition of 
Wrestling Superstars, which featured a ‘Superstar Dream Match” between himself and 


former WWF World champ Hulk Hogan. 


DREAM MATCH MANIA! 

| am writing to compliment the 
writer of your Fall 1988 “Superstar 
Dream Match” featuring boxer Mike 
Tyson against former WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan. Usually, your 
“Superstar Dream Match” features 
wrestler against wrestler, but this 
one transcended the mat sport and 
brought us a version of what might 
happen if these two ring warriors 
from different worlds ever met. In- 
deed, it would be like planets 
colliding! 
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The writing was crisp. | felt like | 
was there on Hogan’s yacht, going 
through the retirement blues with 
him. | felt the slimy handshake be- 
tween promoters Don King and 
Vince McMahon. | felt the punches 
that Tyson used to kill an opponent. 

In the end, however, | disagree 
with the result. | don’t think Tyson 
would lose to Hulk Hogan, Then 
again, that’s why it’s a dream match! 
Great job, guys! 

BERNARD FISHMAN 
Battle Creek, MI 


Send Letters To: 

FAN FORUM 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
NY 11571 





Although * | found your Mike 
Tyson-Hulk Hogan “Superstar Dream 
Match” exciting reading, | prefer the 
dream matches that pit wrestler 
against wrestler. That way, the dream 
may someday come true! 

My personal favorite was the Sum- 
mer 1988 “Superstar Dream Match” 
pitting Demolition against The Road 
Warriors. Now that The Powers of. 
Pain have come to the WWF, maybe 
the Warriors will follow them. Then 
we'd surely be treated to a Road 
Warriors-Demolition bout. 

All in all, however, | loved the 
Tyson-Hogan match, especially the 
ending. If anyone. could beat Tyson, 
it is certainly Hogan. Having never 
faced a wrestler, Tyson would make 
all the mistakes he made in the 
dream match. He’s a great boxer, 
but he’s no match for a wrestler! 

MIKE JOHANSMEYER 
Richmond, VA 


A GOOD REVIEW 

The special section in your Fall 
1988 issue (“The Champions! The 
Men Most Likely To Take Their Ti- 
tles!’”) was excellent. By the time you 
read this, at least half of your predic- 
tions will be true! As | write this, 
Jerry Lawler has already beaten Curt 
Hennig, Kerry Von Erich has already 
beaten Iceman Parsons, and The 


Midnight Express has already beaten 
The Fantastics. Your other predic- 
tions are only days away from 
realization. 

The photos—as always—were fab- 
ulous, and the rest of the articles in 
the magazine were amazing. You did 
even a better job then in your great 

* Summer 1988 “Wrestling’s Magnifi- 
cent Musclemen”’ issue! 

| also enjoyed your Superstar 
Dream Match (Mike Tyson vs. Hulk 
Hogan), although | disagree with the 
outcome. | think one punch from 
Mike Tyson would kill Hulk Hogan! 

TIM DAVIS 
Brielle, NJ 


A LOYAL FAN 

| recently attended a card at the 
Sam Houston Coliseum in Houston. 
While my friend and | were waiting 
for the first bout, we talked with a 
girl next to us. She said she had paid 
just to see Lex Luger. When | told 
her that | paid just to see Barry 
Windham, she started calling me 
names that could not be printed. 

| almost threw her into the ring 
right then and there, but | decided it 


. 
re _ 


Barry Windham and Arm Anderson attack Dusty Rhodes. Although Windham disappointed 


wasn’t worth the bother. Through 
our conversation, | learned that she 
used to be a Barry fan, but has aban- 
doned him since he joined The Four 
Horsemen. 

I've been a wrestling fan for 24 
years. I've seen wrestlers go from 
good to bad all the time. Has Barry 
really turned bad just by joining the 
Horsemen? Sure, people say he 
turned against his friends, but need 
we be reminded how his “friends” 
have treated him lately? Is the boot 
now on the other foot? 

We all know the saying that you 
can't please all of the people all of 
the time. Well, I've always enjoyed 
watching Barry, and | am one person 
who will be pleased al/ the time, 
whether Barry’s a Horseman or not! 

ROLENE WILEY 
Somerset, TX 


BUM BLACKBURN 

| am a Minnesota wrestling fan, 
and all | ever hear these days is, 
‘What happened to AWA wres- 
tling?” That’s an easy question for 
me to answer. AWA President Stan- 
ley Blackburn and his illegitimate de- 





and shocked many fans by joining The Four Horsemen, reader Rolene Wiley says that she'll 


root for Windham under any conditions. 





AWA President Stanley Blackbum has made 
several decisions that have damaged the 
credibility of his federation, according to 
Jerry Parent. ; 

cisions have brought the AWA to the 
brink of folding. Within the last year, 
the man has really gone senile! 

It all started on May 2, 1987, in 
San Francisco. That was when Larry 
Zbyszko (now in the NWA) handed 
Curt Hennig (now in the WWF) a 
roll of coins to knock out Nick Bock- 
winkel (also now in the WWF) for 
the AWA World title. Blackburn him- 
self was sitting at ringside, yet even 
after reviewing the films, he declared 
that the evidence against Hennig 
was “inconclusive.” It’s more like his 
head is inconclusive! 

Now, the AWA president is chang- 
ing matches from title to non-title 
randomly, and reversing decisions in 
title pins. Please, AWA officials, let 
the bum go or kick him out. Then, 
as Paul E. Dangerously used to say, 
“The AWA could be the hottest 
damn federation in the country!” 

JERRY PARENT 
Elk River, MN 


A TIMELY LOOK BACK / 

As | was looking through a stack 
of old wrestling magazines, | came 
across my Summer 1987 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars. | decided to 
flip through it to see the big events 
and stories of a year ago. When | 
got to “Superstar Quotebook,” | saw’ 
something that was really enlighten- 
ing. It was a quote from Barry 
Windham. 

(Continued on page 50) 
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ORMER WWF WORLD champi- 

on Hulk Hogan made his first ap- 
pearance in over three months at 
WrestleFest on July 31 in Milwaukee 
and defeated archrival Andre the Gi- 
ant in a steel cage match. The match 
was part of a special outdoor card 
witnessed by approximately 35,000 
fans at Milwaukee County Stadium. 

Despite his recent inactivity, Hogan 
appeared to be in outstanding shape 
as he entered the ring to a standing 
ovation. Hogan, sporting a deeper 
tan and a more muscular physique, 
bled early in the match, but gained 
the advantage by tying up Andre in 
the ropes. When Andre’s manager, 
Bobby Heenan, climbed over the 
cage and into the ring, Hogan beat 
up Heenan, tossed him into Andre, 
and climbed out of the ring for the 
win. 

This was the fourth meeting be- 
tween Hogan and Andre since they 
began feuding in early 1987. Hogan 
pinned Andre at WrestleMania Ill, but 
Andre came back on February 5, 
1988, to score a controversial pinfall 
victory for Hogan’s World title; after- 
ward, Andre handed the belt to Ted 
DiBiase, forcing WWF President Jack 
Tunney to declare the title vacant. 
Andre and Hogan battled to a dou- 
ble-disqualification at the WrestleMa- 
nia IV World title tournament. 

Hogan and Andre were scheduled 
to meet August 7 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, and again in the 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks tag 
team match on August 29 at Madison 
Square Garden. 

According to WWF sources, how- 
ever, Andre is more interested in a 
series of matches against World 
champion Randy Savage. DiBiase is 
currently receiving most of the shots 
8 





Hulk Hogan tries to grab Andre the Giant's leg during their cage match at the WWF’s July 
31 card in Milwaukee. ‘The Hulkster’’ was bloodied, but won the match by throwing Andre 
into manager Bobby Heenan and climbing over the cage. 


at Savage, but if he doesn’t win the 
title soon, WWF officials might name 
a new top contender to the belt. Sav- 
age pinned DiBiase on the Milwau- 
kee card by reversing a small 
package. 

One of the more interesting match- 
es on the card was a battle between 
WWF newcomers Curt Hennig and 
Terry Taylor. Hennig, a former AWA 
World tag team champion, pinned 
Taylor in an outstanding scientific 
match. Hennig is hoping for a shot at 
Savage while Taylor is trying to break 
out of a slump. Taylor’s suffered sev- 
eral losses to The Iron Sheik and has 
had trouble beating Lanny Poffo. 

CWF official Ron West has sus- 
pended Eddie Gilbert and manager 
Paul E. Dangerously for ‘beating up 


Willie B. Hert Jr. and photographer 
Sam Lowe, and throwing fire at refer- 
ee John Keaton and Austin Idol,” ac- 
cording to a CWF press release. 

The suspension was temporarily 
lifted, however, at Willie B. Hert, Sr.’s 
request. 

“That's the only way | can get re- 
venge,” Hert said. “If they're not in 
the ring, | can’t lay my hands on 
them suckers. What they did to my 
son was unforgivable. He’s a 14-year- 
old boy and they went at him to get 
me. Well, I'm not gonna let my son 
be a target for their crap. If they want 
me, here | am.” 

In an unusual move, West an- 
nounced that he will let the fans de- 
cide by write-in vote if Gilbert and 
Dangerously should be permanently 

(Continued on page 58) 


* COMING OCTOBER 11 x 
A REMARKABLE SPECIAL ISSUE OF 





* Featuring x 


THE SUPERSTARS 






OF A SUPER SUMMER: 


A spectacular eight-page full-color bonus section highlighting the top stars 
and peak action that made the summer of 1988 one of the most memorable 
seasons ever in wrestling! 





* Featured in full-color will be « 


* Hulk Hogan x Ric Flair « 
* Randy Savage « Lex Luger «x 
| * Hacksaw Duggan « 
* Sting « Jake Roberts « 
* The Road Warriors * 
AND MANY, MANY MORE! 


This special feature will include extensive full-color action coverage of the 
WWF's Milwaukee WrestleFest.and the NWA’s Great American Bash series, 
plus top summer ’88 action from across the country 
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The ‘‘Superstars Of A Super Summer” special issue of 


The Wrestler is cover-dated December 1988 and goes on sale October 11. 
This one is sure to be a sellout, so get to your newsstand early! 
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Kerry Von Erich: “You know, the best 
part about being World Class champ 
has been getting the opportunity to 
wrestle Jerry Lawler. They've been 
some of the toughest matches of my 
entire career, and a few things have 
bothered me. Mainly, it’s confusing 
wrestling under another federation’s 
rules. For example, we recently wres- 
tled in Louisville and | was disqualified 
for piledriving Jerry. To me, that’s just 
not fair. Where I come from, the pile- 
driver is legal.” 


Precious: “When that scumbucket 
Kevin Sullivan pushed Jimmy [Garvin] 
out of the cage and locked the door, | 
didn’t know what | was going to do, 
but | knew one thing: | was gonna die 
before | let him lay his hands on me. | 
should've known that Jimmy would 
find a way to save me, because he’s 
never turned his back on me, even 
with all that’s happened over the past 
few months. | was crying when Jimmy 
finally got me, but those were tears of 


joy. 
10 








Brian Pillman: “Johnny Smith hasn't 
heard the last from Bad Company. He 
might have helped The Cuban Com- 
mandos win our belts, but now he’s 
gonna have to help himself to a good 
butt-kicking. Smith had no business in- 
terfering in that match, and it’s only 
because of him that we don’t have 
those belts anymore. But don’t you 
worry. Before long, the Stampede In- 
ternational tag team belts will be back 
around our waists, and me or Bruce 
Hart are gonna have Smith's title, too.” 





Terry Taylor: “Now that I'll be in the 
WWF, | plan to take things slowly, 
maybe ambush a few people, before | 
let them know what Terry Taylor’s real- 
ly about. You know, I’ve made a repu- 
tation for myself all over the wrestling 
world, but I’m ready to start at the 
bottom if | have to. But before long, 
everybody's gonna know about Terry 
Taylor. | may not be the biggest man 
in the world, but I’m the best wrestler. 
Size isn’t everything in this game.” 





Z Ph i 

Curt Hennig: “\'ve had enough of Jerry 
Lawler’s garbage. That fraud has been 
running away from me ever since he 
stole the AWA title, but now I’m doing 
something about it. From now on, 
you'll find me in the WWF, and before 
long you’re gonna find me right on 
top of the heap there, too. You know, 
there’s really only so much a man can 
take, but by me leaving, Lawler’s 
gonna know that his belt is worthless, 
because he won't be defending it 
against a real champ.” 





Eddie Gilbert: ‘Windy City, Continen- 
tal, AWA ... the great part of wrestling 
these days is that wherever you go, 
there’s a good chance you're gonna 
see my face. Me and Missy and Paul E. 
Dangerously have established a wres- 
tling empire that makes Hot Stuff Inc. 
and Hyatt International look like small 
change. You just ask Willie B. Hert. 
He’s had his butt kicked by me a 
bunch of times and it ain’t over. With 
‘Hot Stuff,’ it ain't ever over.” 
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Jim Cornette: “Beautiful Bobby and 
Sweet Stan want a shot at those NWA 
World tag team belts, and !’m not 
gonna give up until | get them one. | 
can't believe that Tully and Arn would 
duck anyone, but you can be sure as 
heck they're ducking us. If you ask 
me, it’s all J.J. Dillon’s fault. He’s the 
one that's scared of us. He saw our 
victory over The Fantastics and he 
knows that The Midnight Express can’t 
be beaten. He also knows I’m the best 
manager ever!’’ 





Dusty Rhodes: “You 


know, ‘The 
Dream's’ been doing a lot of thinkin’ 
these days, daddy, thinkin’ about the 
past and thinkin’ about the present, 
thinkin’ about what I’ve done for Ron- 
nie Garvin and Barry Windham and 


What Garvin and Windham have 
turned around and done to me. | ain’t 
gonna say it doesn’t hurt, brother, 
cause it hurts real bad. Real bad. But 
there’s gonna be revenge. I’m gonna 
show them the error of their ways, 
because this boy ain’t done.” 
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Bam Bam Bigelow: ‘‘My career isn’t go- 
ing to end simply because | left the 
WWF. I'm going to try to work in the 
Memphis, Continental, and Windy City 
areas, and I’ve set up a tour of Japan. 
I'd like to do what Bruiser Brody used 
to do, and become a ‘freelance’ wres- 
tling star. I’m hungry again, and I’m 
looking forward to some new chal- 
lenges and titles. As far as I'm con- 
cerned, the WWF was not ready for 
me. Now I’m ready to take on the 
world!” 


Madusa Miceli: “‘\t really makes me 
laugh when little daddy’s girls like 
Brandi Mae just come onto the scene 
and think they've got what it takes to 
be AWA World women’s champion. 
But I’ve kicked her little butt so many 
times, | think she’s learned a lesson. 
Now Magnificent Mimi thinks she’s 
gonna come around with her dresses 
and her high-heeled shoes and take 
this belt from me, but it’s not gonna 
happen. I’m the only rea! woman in 
the AWA.” 
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in Ls & 
Stan Hansen: “Let me tell ya some 
thing, and I’ve never meant anything 
more: Bruiser Brody was the toughest 
man to ever step foot into a wrestling 
ring, and that includes me. You know, 
I'm glad he was always on my side, 
because that’s one sucker you didn’t 
want to get angry. By me leading a 
chant of ‘Brody! Brody!’ every time | 
wrestle, I’m keeping the spirit of Bruis- 
er alive. He was a great man and I’m 
gonna miss him a lot.” 





Terry Gordy: “Don't ask me what's 
goin’ on with P.S. and Buddy Jack. I’m 
happy right here in Japan. Me and 
Stan Hansen just lost the PWF tag 
belts to Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki 
Yatsu, but we don’t plan on gettin’ out 
of here until they’re back around our 
waists. You know, | don’t have time 
for all this crap with Buddy Jack. If he 
wants to waste his time fighting me 
and P.S., let him. But he wants to 
come to Japan, he'll be coming a long 
way for a whuppin’.” 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 
RIC FLAIR vs. RANDY SAVAGE 







COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


. _ RIC FLAIR 
NWA World heavyweight champion Ric Flair stands 6'1” tall and weighs in 
at 243 pounds ... Is in his 15th year as a pro... . Currently in his fifth reign 
as NWA World heavyweight champion .. _ Captured the NWA belt from 
Ronnie Garvin on November 26, 1987, at Starreade ’87 ... The leading 
member of the notorious rulebreaking cooperative known as The Four 
Horsemen ... Three best moves: figure-four leglock, kneedrop, abdominal 
stretch . . Biggest strength: ability to draw from wide scientific repertoire... 
Biggest weakness: ‘reliance on Horsemen brethren to interfere in matches 
on his behalf. 













. RANDY SAVAGE 

WWF World heavyweight champion Randy Savage stands 61%” tall and 
weighs in at 245 pounds ... Is in his 15th year as a pro ... Captured the 
WWF World title with a tournament final win over Ted DiBiase at Wrestle- 
Mania IV on March 27, 1988 ... A former WWF Intercontinental champion, 
holding that belt from February 8, 1986, until March 29, 1987 ... Three best 
moves: flying axhandle, flying elbowsmash, flying kneedrop ... Biggest 
stréngth: excellent blend of power and agility ... Biggest weakness: con- 
cern for safety of Elizabeth at ringside has the potential to affect his ring 
performance. 
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T IS THE age of the mediocre man. Dull, colorless, 

plodding, and boring—but inevitably victorious. The 
roar of the masses is inarticulate, but it is deafening; they 
have no brain, but they have 1,000 limbs to clutch you 
and drag you down. 

It was the refusal to capitulate to the numbing medioc- 
rity demanded by the lowest common denominator of the 
Sport’s fans that catapulted Ric Flair and Randy Savage 
to stardom. Both scorned the system that celebrated 
commonness. 

Their respective domination of the NWA and WWF 
has hurled them into forced isolation. They have no 
Jriends or allies or peers, for they had been challenged by 
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them all and beaten them all. After years of parallel 
conquests, the statement, “Flair and Savage won last 
night,’’ has become a.universal given, like saying, “The 
sun rose this morning.” 

So clear is their mastery over the sport that the world 
press agrees to bestow upon the winner of their one-on- 
one match the title of World’s Greatest Wrestler. 

The match between Flair and Savage would ultimately 
prove to be a titanic struggle between grapplers of incom- 
parable brilliance. Good and bad had never clashed with 
such clarity and force of purpose. How they came to the 
battle, representing extremes of unbelievable magnitude, is 
a story equally as compelling. 







hospitality of The Four Horsemen at 
the bash they threw in New York City. 
The top floor of the Marriott Marquis 


Randy Savage and Ric Flair share a 
similar goal: to be recognized as noth- 
ing less than the greatest wrestler the 
sport has ever produced. It is a selfish 
goal; neither man is willing to share it, 
for immortality is not attained by com- 


Rulebreaking was definitely the 
theme of the party celebrating the five- 
year anniversary of Tully Blanchard 
and Am Anderson’s NWA World tag 
team title reign. Over 100 noted rule- 
breakers, past and present, enjoyed the 


incurred $12,000 worth of damage— 
including the destruction of the wall 
separating rooms 3211 and 3212 (“I 
was too tired to walk through the 
hall,’ explained Abdullah the Butcher 

(Continued on page 16) 


mittee. When they consent to inter- 
views, a rare event these days, they 
avoid mention of each other. For Flair 
there is no Savage; likewise, Savage 
does not recognize the existence of 
Flair. They go about their ring business 
with styles both skilled and furious— 
and so opposed to one another that 
they appear to be laboring in different 
professions. 

It was not always this way. Savage, 
an exceptional athlete, spent most of 
his career beset by emotional problems 
that constantly shattered his concentra- 
tion. Flair’s NWA ‘championship had 
become increasingly pockmarked by 
paralyzing complacency. Both men had 
climbed the ladder successfully, rising 
above all others in their respective fed- 
erations; both had decided to stop the 
climb in order to relax. They had be- 
come poor caretakers of their natural 
abilities. - 

Two comparably minor events, un- 
related to one another, would enlighten 
the champions to their true purposes. 
They would shake not only their lad- 
ders, but the very foundations of their 
worlds. They would lead them into 
battle, where only one man could walk 
from the ring a winner. 





- - » ’ t 


The Four Horsemen and the titles they have won: NWA World tag team champ Am 
Anderson, U.S. champ Barry Windham, World champ Ric Flair, and tag champ Tully 
Blanchard pose with manager J.J. Dillon 
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BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport’s most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 


PWIs award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PW/ brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP ‘ 

Each issue of PW contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 

A year’s subscription to PWH—12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
“SuperCards” issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It’s an 
unbeatable deal! You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Don’t delay—subscribe today! 


i an Pems Mika. =. a. i Soe A 


Send To: TVSPORTS © New ( Renewal : 
BOX 48 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 


Yes, I’m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wresiling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


NAME 


ADDRESS: = SS APT. 
. 


CITY SA ee 


(U.S, FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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BACK ISSUES 0 EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 





June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo, Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie, 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 
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APRIL 1983 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 





Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wresiling ll. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP; Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
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November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

“celery! Rap bes ele PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan, 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP; Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering, 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP; Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Bar 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard . Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage, Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorif, Williams & DiBiase. 


Wind- 
logan, 





January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race, 


PANT TIE) COLON NUP OF eC Lat ene By 


APRIL 1986 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
lendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes, Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard ys, Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham, 











January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth, UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff, 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, F Housecleaning. 


May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams, And in, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 


. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
teebirds, Hall. 


July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting, 

August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko, 


February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin, Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/COLOR PINUP;: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, ron Sheik. 
May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, ette, 
Owen Hart. 
June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 
July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
logan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: A! Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 
October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warnor. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
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through his interperter). J.J. Dillon 
paid the bill out of the Horsemen’s 
petty cash fund. 

As grateful Marriott officials escort- 
ed the last remaining guests to their 
limousines, the Horsemen assembled 
for breakfast in the hotel dining room. 
Dillon was anxious to discuss several 
possible business opportunities. 

‘Now that Barry is approaching his 
own fifth anniversary as U.S. champi- 
on,”’ Dillon said, nodding toward Bar- 
ry Windham, ‘“‘I feel we can safely 
raise our endorsement fees by 
$100,000. I’ve been contacted by an 
underwear manufacturer and a nation- 
al florist shop. If you take a look at 
these, I think you’ll agree the numbers 
look pretty good.” 

Dillon distributed binders containing 
the projected income The Four Horse- 
men Inc. could anticipate earning the 
following year. Arn Anderson and 
Tully Blanchard issued cries of approy- 
al. Windham flipped his 10-gallon hat 
in the air. Ric Flair stared impassively 
into his French toast, his binder un- 
opened by his side. 

‘‘What’s wrong, chief?’? Blanchard 
asked. “‘Ain’t you interested in seeing 
what new toys you’ll be able to buy 
this year?”’ 

Flair remained silent. “Hey, bud- 
dy,’ Windham said, placing his arm 
around the shoulders of the NWA 
champion, ‘‘with the green we’re mak- 
ing, you’ll be laughing all the way to 
the bank.” 

Flair didn’t say a word. The table 
became oddly quiet. But a potentially 
explosive situation was avoided when 
Flair finally broke into a grin and said, 
“Yeah, you guys are right. We got 
money. We got the most toys. Every- 
thing is fine.’’ 
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Flair. He barely drank at the anniver- 
sary party, preferring to spend most of 
his time in his room watching old 
wrestling films. Several wrestlers noted 
his absence, but assumed that he was 
entertaining in more private quarters. 
Something pervasive and debilitating 
bothered Flair. He had begun to ques- 
tion his very existence as a champion. 
Often he would sit alone in his cavern- 
ous country home and watch last 
. weekend’s matches on videotape with 
the mortified look of a man viewing 
his own death. There was nothing to 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 13) 





interference in a match against Sting forced Flair to rethink his goals. 


distinguish these latest bouts from the 
50 he fought before. Against both Lex 
Luger and Sting, Flair was losing quite 
decisively. In the Sting bout, Dillon 
and Blanchard interfered, resulting in 
Flair being disqualified; against Luger, 
Flair saved his colleagues the trouble 
and disqualified himself. In both cases 
he retained his title. 

For some time, Flair had been trou- 
bled by reports of his ‘‘yellow champi- 
onship.”” Accusations by the press and 
by other wrestlers that Flair bribed of- 
ficials and kept the Horsemen on im- 
mediate call to protect his champion- 
ship had always offended him, Now, 
in the quiet solitude of his home, sur- 
rounded by trophies and belts and the 
obvious manifestations of his great 
wealth, Ric Flair finally admitted that 
his critics were right. Once considered 
the greatest wrestler in the world, he 
had turned into a coward. He had al- 
lowed his skills to diminish to an em- 
barrassing level. He couldn’t remember 
his last honest pinfall victory. Instead 
of training in the gym, he sat eating 
French toast and contemplating under- 
wear endorsements. 

A brave man admits his shortcom- 
ings; a great man endeavors to correct 
them. Ric Flair could have remained 
NWA champion, his crown protected 
by hired thugs with elastic morals. But 
who would protect his reputation? 


Who would assure history that he 
could have been a great champion but 
got a little lazy along the way? 

Flair picked up the phone. Instead 
of a simple call, he decided to rewrite 
history. 
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The horror of Bruiser Brody’s vio- 
lent death never left Randy Savage. 
Brody’s influence on the career of the 
WWE champion, though little publi- 
cized, was highly significant. At several 
crucial junctures in Savage’s career, 
“The Macho Man’ had consulted 
Brody before making a move. Sources 
close to Savage have said that it was 
Brody who okayed the selection of 
Elizabeth as Sayage’s manager. 

The two had met on a plane. Savage 
was a rogue, a youngster intent on 
developing a reputation as the wildest 
man in wrestling. When he spotted 
Brody, Savage decided to make an im- 
pression. He rose from his seat and 
tore at his shirt. He issued the loud cry 
of a wild beast. He ripped his seat off 
its hinges and announced to the crowd- 
ed plane that he would be sitting in the 
aisle. When he was asked to move, 
Savage threatened the flight attendants 
and the passengers, all while glancing 


(Continued on page 18) 








You’ve heard about them. . . you’ve read 
about them. . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
into your own home! 


_ Sample The 
Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 
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Slant-Eyed Slaughter 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

® Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 
® Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 
® Monster Ripper & “Devil” Masami _ 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 
® ‘Jaguar’ Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
® “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 







Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 
® Yukari Omori & Ayumi ‘‘Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 
®@ Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
Chigusa Nagayo—‘The Crush Girls” 
® “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
“1 = @ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 
Special Magazine Offer: Wecai a 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 
the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the Be es CaS i a ee 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 












Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: 

| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage CO) Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


a 
| 
| 
| 
Cl ‘Riot Of The Rising Su 
‘Riot e ing in 
1 end hana FUNDS ONLY- for each tape ROnay Hoare by 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Name: 
Address: 


Citys ee Sit ip 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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at Brody for approval. 

The paradox of Bruiser Brody, the 
world’s most feared wrestler, was that 
out of the ring he was the consummate 
gentleman. Savage had misjudged the 
man. Brody breathed a heavy sigh and 
stood. Passengers cowered at his tow- 
ering presence, assuming he must be in 
collusion with the crazy man in the 
aisle. Brody lumbered toward Savage. 
Savage offered his hand in friendship. 
Brody took Savage’s hand in his, 
crushed it, and glared at Savage with 
an expression that spoke volumes. He 
held the grip for a full minute before 
releasing it. Humbled, Savage wore the 
vacant expression of one who had un- 
dergone shock therapy. He moved his 
seat back to its original postion and 
apologized to the passengers and crew. 
He sat cradling his injured hand in his 
lap until the plane landed. 

It was the beginning of a beautiful 
friendship. 


i ar ey Sa Pee 

Flair called for a meeting of The 
Four Horsemen. They assembled at his 
home. Flair was polite and hospitable. 
He provided food and drink for his 
colleagues. When they had satisfied 
their appetites, he addressed the group. 

“First, I want to say how honored I 
am to be part of this group. I consider 
each one of you a close personal 
friend. I hope you share similar 
thoughts about me.” 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 16) 


Years after his death, Bruiser Brody still had a profound impact on Randy Savage. Still 
mouming Bruiser's death, Savage wrestled like an untamed beast. 


‘We'd take a bullet for each other, 
Ric,’ said Arn Anderson. ‘“That’s 
what the Horsemen are all about.” 

“Good,” returned Flair. ‘Then I 
want you to listen very carefully to 
what I’m about to say. It affects all of 
us. The Four Horsemen have devel- 
oped a reputation as the meanest, 
toughest, smartest, and sneakiest orga- 
nization in wrestling history. We are 
also the most successful. We hold ev- 
ery major championship in the NWA. 
We have fame and money and posse- 
sions ...” 

“Sounds good to me,’’ laughed Bar- 
ry Windham. 

Flair ignored the interruption. ‘““We 
have everything but respect. And with- 
out that, I believe we have nothing.”’ 

“What do you mean, Ric?” J.J. 
Dillon asked. ‘‘We have respect. Every 
wrestler in the world quakes with fear 


at the mention of The Four 
Horsemen.”’ 
“That’s not true,” Flair cried. 


“They /augh at us. I’ve overheard pre- 
liminary wrestlers say that if they ever 
got one of us alone they’d eat us for 
dinner. They fear the five of us fogeth- 
er, as a unit. But separately, we’re 
nothing. We’ve lost our edge. I’m the 
damn champion of the world and I 
can’t remember the last match I won 
cleanly.” 

“Who needs to win clean, as long as 
you win?’’ asked Tully Blanchard. 

“7 do,” Flair howled. ‘‘Tully, I need 
it bad, buddy. Real bad. Which is the 


reason I’ve called you here today. 
Imagine if the Horsemen changed their. 
image. Imagine if we began to win all 
our matches cleanly. No interference, 
no foreign objects, no disqualifications. 
Then we’d have everything, buddy. 
Then we could walk down the streets 
with our heads held high.” 





Lou Thesz, whom Flair disparagingly re- 
ferred to as “The Rules Man,” changed 
Flair from a cowardly rulebreaker into the 
finest scientific grappler in the world. 


The Horsemen watched Flair closely, 
waiting for the joke to unfold. Not a 
man in the room believed he was seri- 
ous. Then Lou Thesz walked through 
the door and their mouths dropped. 
Flair had often spoke disparagingly of 
Thesz, calling him ‘‘The Rules Man.” 
Now Thesz walked through Flair’s den 
wearing a Four Horsemen polo shirt, 
casually sipping club soda. 

“Lou Thesz has been hired as the 
official trainer of The Four Horse- 
men,”’ Flair announced. “I think we 
can all use a little refresher course on 
how this sport is supposed to be 
played.”” 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Every issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or 
maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. These are 
potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be left to the pro 
rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE WAISTLOCK SUPLEX 


By Pat Tanaka 


HE SUPLEX IS probably the most underrated move 

in the entire sport. There are a lot of fans and pros 
who look at maneuvers like dropkicks and flying 
bodypresses, high-risk moves that achieve low-percentage 
success, and prefer those because they’re flashy. But the su- 
plex, while not as pretty as a dropkick, is far more effective. 

1 like to employ the waistlock suplex. It takes the oppo- 
nent by surprise, because I’m moving in on him from be- 
hind. Then, in a split-second movement, I wrap my arms 
around his waist, hoist his body in the air, and drop him to 
the mat on his shoulders. In addition to the element of sur- 
prise, the force of the impact of the man’s shoulders on the 
mat affects his upper-body power and places him in a per- 
fect position for a pin. Usually, the person is so stunned 
from the impact of the move that a three-count is virtually a 
foregone conclusion. 

It’s important to be quick with the maneuver. Greater 
speed means greater force of impact, which in turn means 
greater likelihood of a pinfall. I’ve been in situations where 
I’ve been too tired to use the move to its proper effective- 
ness, moved in too slow on my man, and have taken too 
much time to execute the move. So what happens then is 
that my opponent realizes what’s happening to him and, if 
he’s smart, is able to shift his weight, throw me off-balance, 
and /’m the one who’s set up for a pinfall. 

Speed, impact, and the element.of surprise. These are the 
secrets of a successful suplex. It may not be as flashy as a 
flying bodypress, but it’s far more effective. And for me, 
the suplex has resulted in more than its fair share of pinfalls 
and victories. 
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to get the most out of his waistlock “eS 


Pat Tanaka gets himself in perfect position 
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RONNIE GARVIN 








Ronnie Garvin prepares himself mentally for an August 1987 tag team match while his 


brother and then-partner Jimmy Garvin discusses ring strategy with Precious. Ronnie’s 
decision to join manager Gary Hart’s stable was one of the most shocking events of 1988. 


HE SHOT HEARD ‘round the 
world was fired on July 10, 1988, 
as Dusty Rhodes faced Barry Wind- 
ham in a savage battle for the NWA 
U.S. championship at the Great Amer- 
ican Bash in Baltimore. This shot, 
however, wasn’t made by Rhodes or 
Windham; it was Ronnie Garvin's 
“Hands of Stone” that caused the big 
bang. 
Rhodes had dominated the early 
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part of the bout, but it wasn’t long 
before Windham scored with a debili- 
tating clawhold to Rhodes’ head. After 
several minutes, Rhodes broke free by 
climbing to the second rope and el- 
bowsmashing Windham, But as the 
blond rulebreaker fell to the mat, he 
crashed into referee Tommy Young. 
As Young rolled out of the ring in a 
state of semiconsciousness, Windham 
climbed to the top turnbuckle to at- 


tempt a flying bodypress on Rhodes. 
But Rhodes caught Windham, body- 
slammed him, and then stunned him 
with his “bionic elbow.” As “The 
American Dream’ attempted to pin 
Windham, Young was still dazed out- 
side the ring ropes. Charging from the 
dressing room, Garvin ran into the 
ring. Rhodes assumed that Garvin had 
appeared to revive Young, but instead 
Garvin slugged Rhodes with his fam- 
ous knockout punch. Windham 
clamped the claw on Rhodes again, 
but by then the pin was academic. 
Rhodes was out cold, thanks to this 
unexpected betrayal by Garvin. 

A few minutes later, television cam- 
eras caught Garvin backstage, laughing 
with Gary Hart and James J. Dillon, 
two men he had publicly scorned in 
the past. Garvin accepted a huge satch- 
el of cash from the infamous managers 
and ran off in glee. 

Three days later, yet another shock- 
er: Garvin announced he had become 
the newest member of Hart’s stable, 
following Al Perez and Larry Zbyszko 
into “The Council.”” The 62”, 231- 
pound brawler is now battling wrestlers 
he had teamed with in the past, and 
rumors abound that Ron Garvin may 
soon meet his brother, ‘“‘Gorgeous” 
Jimmy Garvin, in a one-on-one match. 

While in Atlanta with Associate Edi- 
tor Dave Rosenbaum and Editor-in- 
Chief Stu Saks to interview Precious 
for Pro Wrestling MMlustrated, Assistant 
Editor Bob Smith took the time to 
meet with Garvin for his first interview 
since joining Hart’s stable. 








WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Well, Ronnie, in a year when I 
thought I'd seen everything, 
you’ve proven that in profession- 
al wrestling there’s always room 
for another shock. I can’t believe 
that you, of all people, would 
have anything to do with either 
Gary Hart or J.J. Dillon. 


RONNIE GARVIN: 


Ws: 
RG: 


WS: 


RG: 


WS: 


RG: 


WS: 
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And I can’t believe you would 
start off an interview with a 
statement like that, Bob. Hey, 
we've gotten along in the past, 
right? 

That’s true. 

Well, there’s no reason in the 
world that our relationship has to 
change. In fact, there’s no reason 
why my relationship with any- 
body has to change. 

How can you say that? You 
turned against Dusty Rhodes 
when you Knocked him out in 
Baltimore! 

I said anybody. Dusty Rhodes is 
a nobody. Gary and J.J. offered 
me a king’s ransom in clean, un- 
marked bills, and I would have to 
be the world’s biggest idiot not to 
accept an offer like that. 

You worry about being the 
world’s biggest idiot, but it was 
less than a year ago when you 
were the World heavyweight 
champion. You had defeated Ric 
Flair for the*belt; and you were 
the toast of wrestling fans from 
coast to coast. You once conduct- 
ed youself in quiet dignity even in 
defeat, but it doesn’t even feel 
like I’m talking to that same man 
anymore. 

That’s where you and everybody 
else are wrong, buddy. I’m still 
the same Ronnie Garvin I’ve al- 
ways been. I wrestle the same 
way, I still have my “hands of 
stone,’ and Pm still doin’ the 
“Garvin stomp” on the prone 
bodies of my defeated opponents. 
The only difference is that I’ve 
gotten a whole lot smarter in the 
last few months, 

I take it that’s where Gary Hart 
comes in. 





—— a 


Garvin sits on a barely conscious Italian Stallion fo 
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r the pinfall after knocking him nearly 


unconscious with his “hands of stone” .closed-fist punch. 


RG: 


WSs: 


RG: 


Exactly, Gary Hart is the greatest 
manager in wrestling today. For 
too long, I'd been depending only 
on myself to conduct my business 
affairs and to schedule my 
matches. Sometimes, though, it 
takes a whole lot more than that 
to ensure success, no matter how 
talented you are as a wrestler. I 
mean, I was the World champi- 
on, and when I lost the belt back 
to Flair I suddenly became a no- 
body. No return matches. No 
main events. No personal appear- 
ance contracts. Nothing. All I 
had was some press clippings and 
some good memories. But, as ev- 
erybody knows, memories don’t 
pay the rent. Now, Mr. Hart is 
going to insure that everything 
Ronnie Garvin touches turns to 
solid gold. 

That’s all well and good, but is 
the ultimate price too high? Dusty 
has announced that you are num- 
ber one on his hit list, and the 
fans have abandoned you in 
record numbers. 

I can deal with Rhodes. He poses 
a threat so minor that it doesn’t 
even bear talking about in this 
interview. He can complain all he 
wants that it was me that made 
him lose that Baltimore match, 
but anyone could clearly see that 
the better man won. I just kind 
of helped things along a little bit. 


Ws: 


RG: 


As for the fans, I can’t lie to 
you, man. They’ve been very 
good to me over the last few 
years, but in every man’s life 
there comes a time to make a 
decision. Unfortunately, a lot of 
the fans don’t like the fact that 
I’ve joined Hart’s stable, but 
there will always be a microcosm 
of intelligent wrestling observers 
who realize Hart’s genius. I don’t 
look at it like I’ve lost my fans at 
all. I'm just going to gain a 
bunch of new ones to replace the 
old ones. No big deal. 
This has all been a big deal to 
Jimmy, though. Earlier on that 
Baltimore card, your brother won 
the “Tower of Doom” match 
against Kevin Sullivan and his 
band of thugs, but it was Jim 
and Road Warrior Hawk who 
rescued Precious from Sullivan. 
The only surprising thing at the 
end of that match is that nine of 
the 10 men involved in the bout 
were still at ringside. You, 
though, had left after being the 
first to leave the cage. Why such 
a rush? Don’t you care about 
your brother and his valet? 
As you saw later, I had some 
very important business to take 
care of. There are times when 
even family has to take a back 
seat, you know. 
(Continued on page 66) 
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Shane Douglas 
& Humongous 


OR THE PAST three years, 
Humongous has been the ob- 
ject of intense hatred—and fear. 
Ever since making his debut in 
the Mid-South area in 1986, this 
massive 68”, 318-pound grappler 
has embarked upon a trek of ter- 
ror throughout the wrestling world, 
crippling opponent after opponent 
in the most brutal ways possible. 
For as long as Humongous has 
been a professional wrestler, fans 
and officials have called for him to 
be suspended or even banned 
from the sport—and with good 
reason. His frequent use of a hock- 
ey goalie’s mask during his bouts 
has bloodied and bruised hun- 
dreds of opponents. Until just a 
few months ago, this silent sadist 
was still running rampant through 
the Continental area. 
But times have changed, and so 
_has Humongous. Not only has he 
stopped intentionally trying to in- 
jure his opponents, but he’s actual- 
ly become one of the most popu- 


Humongous carries his injured friend, 
Shane Douglas, away 











Humongous presses a terrified Private Mark Pyle over his head (above left), and easily tosses Pyle to the 
mat (above right). Once one of the most feared men in wrestling, Humongous has now formed an 
extremely popular tag team with Douglas, his childhood friend. 





This odd tale of how the mild-mannered Shane Douglas and 
the beast-man Humongous became close friends may 
surprise and shock you—but it will also warm your heart! 





lar men in the CWF! The fans can 
thank scientific star Shane Douglas 
for this startling transformation. 
“Even I’m having a hard time 
believing all that’s happened over 
the last few months,” said Douglas 
after he and Humongous captured 
the Continental tag team champi- 
onship from D.I. Bob Carter and 
Private Mark Pyle on July 18 in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. “When I 
came to Continental from the 
NWA, I was all alone and didn’t 
really know what to expect. Now 
I’m a tag champion with a friend 
I'd thought I'd lost forever. Things 
just can’t get any better than this.” 
The strange tale of Douglas and 
Humongous began in late May, 


when Humongous was still man- 
aged by the infamous Downtown 
Bruno. Humongous did Bruno’s 
bidding without question as he un- 
leashed his sadistic brand of terror 
on every opponent who crossed 
his path. 

“Humongous was a confused 
man,” said Douglas. “The fans hat- 
ed him because of his brutality, 
but he couldn’t understand why. It 
was all he knew how to do. He 
did everything Bruno told him to 
because he was desperate for a 
friend.” 

Humongous’ desperation ended 
in early June. He had finished sav- 
aging an opponent when he was 
making his way back to the dress- 


ing room after a match in Ala- 
bama. At the same time, Douglas 
was leaving the locker room area 
to .make his first Continental 
appearance. 

“IT knew who he was,” said the 
223-pound Douglas, one of the 
most talented pure wrestlers in the 
sport. “He remembered me, too. 
You see, we were childhood 
friends when I was growing up in 
Pittsburgh. I know all about him, 
and I know why he wears the 
hockey mask. When we saw each 
other, we immediately hugged 
each other, but then Bruno or- 
dered him to go to the locker 
room. It wasn’t long before Bruno 
got what was coming to him.” 
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A few weeks later, Bruno and 
the huge Detroit Demolition inter- 
rupted Douglas during a television 
interview and threatened to attack 
him. Humongous ran to the inter- 
view area, but instead of joining 
Bruno and Demolition, he shielded 
Douglas from harm. 

“I didn’t expect that at all,” re- 
called Douglas with a smile. “Peo- 
ple have accused Humongous of 
being stupid, but he knew exactly 
what was going on.” 

Humongous came to Douglas’s 
rescue a second time, later that 
evening. Alan Martin, another 
member of Bruno’s nilebreaking 
stable, had attacked Douglas be- 
fore the opening bell of their 
scheduled match. Instantly, 
Humongous ran from the dressing 
room and administered a savage 
beating to both Martin and Bruno. 
In a marter of seconds, the 
shocked but delighted fans rallied 
behind the masked wrestler. 

“Suddenly, Humongous was his 
own man,” laughed Douglas. “He 
walks, he talks, he kicks butt, and 
he can stand on his own two feet! 
And he became my new partner 
that night. This was the best thing 
that’s happened to him in years.” 

“Shane is my friend,” said the 
soft-spoken Humongous that eve- 
ning. “No one will ever attack him 
again.” 

Despite that vow, Humongous 
felt the brunt of the next attack. A 
few weeks later, Detroit Demoli- 
tion threw black ink in the masked 
man’s eyes after a heated confron- 
tation during an interview. Douglas 
and other wrestlers carried the in- 
jured Humongous back to the 
dressing room, removed his mask, 
and cleansed his eyes. After 
Humongous recovered, he and 
Douglas made a pact to drive 
Bruno from the sport. 

Bruno fled the Continental area 
in terror immediately following the 
ink-throwing incident, but 
Humongous still had a score to 
settle with Detroit Demolition. 
Douglas was hungry for a title, so 
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Humongous and Douglas proudly sho 


—. 4 beget ’ 
w off the Continental tag belts they won from Pyle 








and D.I. Bob Carter on July 18 in Birmingham, Alabama. 


together they vowed to strip De- 
molition and Carter of their tag 
belts. They began training and liv- 
ing together, with Douglas teach- 
ing the huge man maneuvers and 
holds he had never seen before. 
After only a few matches together, 
it was clear that this was the birth 
of an outstanding tag team. 


onto a prone Pyle, 





CWF officials quickly granted 
them a title bout, but when match 
time rolled around Detroit Demoli- 
tion begged off, claiming he had a 
bad back. Carter chose Pyle as his 
substitute partner, but it was clear 
from the outset of the match that 
Humongous and Douglas could 
have defeated any combination 
that night. 

And they have formed much 
more than a championship tag 
team. They are the keys to each 
other’s futures. 

“Humongous has been misun- 
derstood, that’s all,” claims Doug- 
las. “I really care about the guy. 
He just got mixed up with the 
wrong people, the same way he 
used to when we were young. But 
he doesn’t have to worry about 
being taken advantage of any- 
more. I'll be here whenever he 
needs me.” 

There has never been a team of 
opposites quite like Humongous 
and Douglas. In an era when 
teams come and go because of 
titles, power, or money, these two 
grapplers have become an insepa- 
rable duo for the best reason of 
all. 

“Shane is my friend,” said 


Douglas leaps off Humongous’s shoulders Humongous softly. 


That’s all that matters. O 
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up-to-date news and information from al/the sport’s 
federations from wrestling’s most respected publication— 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated ! 


CALL NOW: 


1-900-909-4PWI 





Each day will bring you a different 
message packed with late-breaking 
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accepted during a special test period from September 16 through October 6. Do 
not call before or after this limited test period! 


The cost of the phone call is $2.00 for the first minute and 45¢ for each additional minute. Kids: Be sure to ask 


your parents before you call. 


By 900 USA 












Hacksaw Duggan wields his 2x4 against 
another opponent. Though fans are cheer- 
ing Duggan, illegal tactics like this should 
command a chorus of boos. 


Shame On You: 


Pe yA el 


STOP CHEERING FOR 
HACKSAW DUGGAN! 


E COMES DOWN the aisle 
stomping his feet and bran- 
dishing a 2x4 over his head. Upon 
entering the ring, he threatens to 
hit his opponent with the 2x4 
while continuing to stomp around 
the ring. If he loses his match, he'll 
grab his trusty wooden friend and 
zonk his opponent across the back 
or over the head. 
He looks like something that’s 
been hibernating in the mountains 
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for the past 10 years. His eyes al- 
ways seem to popping out of their 
sockets. On interviews he yells 
and screams incoherently while 
still waving his trusty 2x4 (which 
he occasionally dresses up in a 
bow tie or other such regalia). 

And the crowd cheers his every 
move! 

Cheers? 

That’s right. Because he’s Hack- 
saw Jim Duggan—a vicious rule- 


breaker who has somehow found 
his way into your hearts. 

For shame! 

Now let’s face it: Wrestling fans 
can be a fickle bunch. It’s hard to 
tell from one minute to another 
who you're going to love and who 
you're going to hate. For example, 
nobody paid much attention to 
The Rougeau Brothers, a scientific 
duo that was getting nowhere in 
the WWF. Then this Canadian 





You cheer when Hacksaw Duggan enters the ring with his _ 
trusty 2 x 4. You cheer when he uses this deadly weapon on an 
opponent. But why? The editors of Wrestling Superstars beg 
you to look, think, and stop cheering this dangerous man 





Even when he’s not using his 2x4, Duggan resorts to illegal maneuvers as he chokes Andre 
the Giant (above) and grabs Andre by the hair (below). The fans’ cheers for Hacksaw are 
seriously misdirected. 





team started waving American 
flags, leading the fans in chants of 
“U.S.A., U.S.A,” and talking on in- 
terviews about how much they 
love America. 

Only to get booed by the Amer- 
ican fans. 

Then there’s Rick Martel and 
Tito Santana—Strike Force—the 
supposed fan favorite tag team that 
got booed by most of the crowd 
prior to their failed WWF World 
title defense against Demolition at 
WrestleMania IV. Meanwhile, De- 
molition, a feared rulebreaking tag 
team managed by the hated Mr. 
Fuji, was cheered. But now, with 
the arrival of the awesome Powers 
of Pain in the WWF, the fans are 
booing Demolition once again 
(and cheering the Powers, who 
were one of the most hated teams 
just a few months ago in the 
NWA). 

Your love for Hacksaw Duggan, 
however, is simply startling. But 
judging by the reaction of the 
crowds at recent WWF cards, 
there’s little doubt that Hacksaw is 
one of three most popular men in 
the federation, behind World 
champion Randy Savage and Hulk 
Hogan. . 

Recently, at Madison Square 
Garden, the fans were screaming 
Duggan’s trademark battlecry, 
“Hooooooo!,” before the card 
even began. When Duggan finally 
came down the runway pnor to 
his main event lumberjack match 
against Andre the Giant, the noise 
of the crowd was deafening. One 
almost expected to hear “Real 
American” blaring over the sound 
system and for Hogan to make an 
entrance. Then Duggan entered 
the ring, whirled the 2x4 over his 
head, and the crowd got even 
louder. Some 20 minutes later, af- 
ter Duggan had been pinned by 
Andre, the crowd emptied out of 
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the Garden and onto the streets of 
New York City still screaming, 
“Hooooooo!” 

But why? 

Duggan's use of the 2x4 is at the 


very least against the miles of 
wrestling and at worst a crime. It’s 
just not nght to hit another person 
over the head with a piece of 
wood, even if that person is your 


The brawling Duggan attacks Andre 
while the Giant is tied up in the ring 
ropes (below). Duggan battles Nikolai 
Volkoff outside the ring (bottom). 





opponent in a wrestling match. 
Hacksaw came very close to mur- 
dering Andre with the 2x4 when 
their feud first began. What if he 
had ended Andre’s life? Would 
you still have cheered? 

And is this man a proper role 
model for children? Isn’t Hacksaw 
Duggan saying, “Children, this is 
the way to deal with your prob- 
lems. If somebody gets in your 
way, hit them over the head with a 
2x4?” Why isn't it legal to bring a 
gun into the ring? Because this is 
wrestling, not war. 

Unfortunately, the WWF helps 
perpetuate this horrible image by 
encouraging you to purchase rep- 
lica Hacksaw Duggan 2x4’s from 
its souvenir stands. We can only 
imagine what would happen if 
these replica 2x4’s weren't con- 
structed of foam; WWF arenas 
would resemble a combat zone. 
Instead, fans have the opportunity 
to bash each other over the head 
and, supposedly, no harm is done. 

We ask you: Why is it wrong for 
Greg Valentine to hit Don Muraco 
with Jimmy Hart’s megaphone, or 
for The Honky Tonk Man to smash 
Randy Savage over the head with 
a guitar, but right for Duggan to hit 
opponents with a 2x4? Where is 
your sense of values? Don’t you 
realize that al] of this is wrong? 
Duggan wrestles the men you 
hate, but that doesn’t give him the 
right to use any means necessary 
to beat them. 

Shame on you! 

Cheer for those men who up- 
hold the rules and intergrity of 
professional wrestling. Certainly, 
there are many such men in the 
WWF: Shawn Michaels, Marty Jan- 
netty, Davey Boy Smith, Dynamite 
Kid, Lanny Poffo, and Sam Houston 
almost always wrestle by the 
book. They deserve your cheers. 

Since arriving in the WWF, how- 
ever, Hacksaw Duggan has been a 
pnme example of what nof to 
cheer for. He has done nothing to 
enhance the image of the sport. 

He doesn’t deserve your 
cheers. O 


Your Votes Are In 





RICK RUDE IS WRESTLING’S 
SEXIEST 





SUPERSTAR! 








T MAY BE the age of 
whole grains, chicken, 
and fish, but wrestling 
fans still love their beef— 
as in beefcake. With Rick 


Rude and Lex Luger clear- | 


ing a wide path, the mus- 
clemen bumped the pretty 
boys out of this year’s 


“Wrestling’s Sexiest Su- | 


perstar’’ contest. 

This year’s poll con- 
trasted sharply with the 
one held two years ago. In 
1986, dubbed ‘‘The Year 
of the Handsome Face,”’ 
The Rock ’n' Roll Express 
dominated the voting by 
taking the top two spots; 
Magnum T.A., another 
confirmed pretty boy, fin- 
ished third. 


This year, Rick Morton.finished a over sweet smiles. 
distant 10th; his partner, 


THE TOP 20 VOTE-GETTERS 





li Rick Rude MOR RUURRER SARE SEe SER ease 15,243 votes 
oe Lex Luger Sue aneheee wesw Dee S ERA AE 14,519 votes 
3. Kerry Von Erich .....00.0:00s221. 12,376 votes 
4. SUMS criscctvisisshspebandaventezsnss 10,186 votes 
5. Hulk Hogan SSeeesaunteaseGaseseneoeen 9,147 votes 
6. Ultimate Warrior .....2...100+22.... 8,612 votes 
7. Bret Hart SERCEGHOeSORHHaseHenReene An 7,276 votes 
8. Al Perez BORGER SSERE CEO NER RMS SRE eeE seas 6 5616 votes 
9. Brutus Beefcake . Reeennettacvenanees s 241 votes 
10. Rick Morton Saeuecandoanaesenheunenae 5,475 votes 
11. Robert GIBSON... cccsesssescseveceses 5,113 votes 


r 12. Barry Windham Pretrireerrrrirr irr) 5,012 votes 


13. Stan Lane Sedecneeeeunenonnandonsannae 4,995 votes 
14, Kevin Von Erich SSaeeeeeneeneneaacae 4,833 votes 
15. Jake Roberts PITTI TTT ti ftititii iii 3, 933 votes 
16. Randy Savage PRseevesshsresh es eenen 3,657 votes 
17. Ric Flair BSCE EHRE CEC e Bee eee eee eee 3,414 votes 
18. Rick Martel , AESKeuSRennAenGRAnoemune 3,138 votes 
19. Brad Armstrong wssssssssessensirens 2,528 votes 
20. Steve DiSalvo.....10::.0000ce10020001 2,183 Votes 


Robert After reviewing past contests, we 


muscular hunks like Kerry 
Von Erich, Sting, Hulk 
Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, 
and Brutus Beefcake—all 
of whom topped former 
winner Rick Morton. 

Fan response to the poll 
was overwhelming, and 
most ballots commented 
on the renewed attraction 
of the musciemen. 

“The age of quiche is 
over,’’ wrote New York's 
Martee Lebow, whose vote 
went to Al Perez. ‘‘Tell 
Barry Windham and Rob- 
ert Gibson to take a hike. 
Give me a real man. Give 
me Al Perez, or give me 
death!”’ 

Sarah Sourcey of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, wrote, ‘‘It’s 


true. | love The Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press more than any other tag 


Gibson, failed to make the top 10. 

This doesn’t indicate a conspira- 
cy against the men with the hand- 
some faces. Good looking wrestlers 
like Morton, Gibson, Rick Martel, 
and Kevin Von Erich, remain fan 
favorites, and continue to be 
cheered around the country. But in 
selecting the sport’s sexiest wres- 
tler, fans favored rippling muscles 


discovered the 1986 poll was the 
exception, not the rule, for Sexiest 
Superstar balloting. From its incep- 
tion in 1982, musclemen, not pret- 
ty boys, have dominated the final 
top 10. This year’s voting firmly 
reflected the return of the bicep. 
The top nine finishers this year 
reads like a weightroom dream 
team. Behind Rude and Luger were 


team. They’re comfortable and 
cute, like your first car. You love 
that car, but when you dream, you 
dream about something  outra- 
geous—a Mercedes or a Porsche. 
You know you'll never own one, but 
it’s still fun to fantasize. That’s why 
| voted for Rick Rude. He’s out of 
reach, like the Ferrari you’ll never 
have.”’ 
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RICK RUDE 


EVERAL YEARS BACK, The Wrestler commissioned 

Rick Rude to write a profile piece about his favorite 
wrestler for its December 1985 issue. The subject he select- 
ed, naturally, was himself. Here is an excerpt from that 
unforgettable article entitled, in appropriate retrospect, “! Am 
Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar!” 

|, “Ravishing” Rick Rude, am unique ... | have that high- 
powered hyper-emotional supernormal stun-gun X-factor quo- 
tient that makes me unbeatable, in and out of the ring. Let’s 
just call it by a generic name: Ravishing. The number-one 
component of Ravishing is the root of all life itself: S-E-X. To 
put it country-simple, | am wrestling’s sexiest superstar. 

Who better to elaborate on Mr. Rude’s elaborate prose 
than two of the 15,243 fans who voted him this year's 
Sexiest Superstar: 

“Rick Rude is the ultimate embodiment of sex,” wrote 
Fran Krivitz of St. Paul, Minnesota. “There isn’t a specific 
body part that impresses me more than any other, it’s just a 
matter of Rude being so complete and perfect that he simply 
sets me to swooning as soon as | look at a photo of him 
or hear his name.” 

“| usually find myself leaving the arena before 
his match even begins,” said Noel Ino of Boston 
in her letter, “And that's not because | don’t 
like him, it’s because I'm trying to keep myself 
under control. Just the sight of him—of that 
stomach—gets me too crazy.” 





15,243 votes 
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Wahoo McDaniel’s face is a mask of blood as Rude 
applies pressure with a painful chinlock. Rude 
feuded with McDaniel in Florida during 1985. 
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Rude and Manny Fernandez double-clothesline a helpless Baron 
Von Raschke. Rude held the NWA World tag team belts with 
Fernandez for six months in 1986-87. 


Rude had feuded with several men since 
coming to the WWF, including Paul Orndorff 
(above), but his most vicious war is the one 
currently raging against Jake ‘‘The Snake”’ 
Roberts (below). 


ae 4 < 
Two of wrestling’s sexiest 1S = 
superstars, past and “ ’ “s 
@ present, in action: Rude 
applies a crucifix to 1984 
winner Billy Jack Haynes 
(above). Haynes and Rude 
battled in Florida the fol- 
lowing year. Rude whips 
Nikita Koloff across the 
ring during a 1987 NWA 
singles match (left). 








OTHER VIEWPOINTS 





RICK RUDE 





“As far as I’m concerned, Rude is wrestling’s biggest idiot. Last year, 
he went around claiming he had the WWF’s best body! He’s not even 
close to my overall musculature, and | proved the point by pounding 
him into the mat. Now, he’s running around kissing women at the 
arenas, but he went too far when he tried to smootch with Cheryl 


Roberts. Believe me, Jake ‘The Snake’ will finish him off forever.’ 
—Paul Orndorff 


“| can’t forget the date—July 4, 1986. That’s when | beat Rude for the 
World Class title. | can’t say that | like him, but | do have to admit that | 
respect his skills. He’s a lot more talented than people give him credit 
for, and | have to admit that | underestimated him in those days. It 
wasn’t long before Rude showed me that he is a championship-caliber 
wrestler as well as a bodybuilder. And he’s only gotten better since 


that time.”’ 
—Chris Adams 


“Look here, baby, that Rick Rude is no good, no good at all. | don’t 
know how the ladies in the arenas can swoon over him the way they 
do, because he’s got a heart of stone inside that beautiful body. Look 
at all the injuries he’s caused with that ‘Rude awakening’ of his. | hope 
that somebody gives him what he’s got comin’ to him, because he’s 


evil, daddy, evil through and through.” 
—Lou Albano 


“A great wrestler, a great champion, and a great man. Managing Rude 
and Manny Fernandez to the NWA World tag team title was the easiest 
thing I’ve ever had to do as a manager. Together, they were smooth as 
silk, and when they gained my knowledge they became the best team 
in the sport. I’m happy to see that Rude is still using my teachings now 


that he’s in the WWF.”’ 
—Paul Jones 


“Rude comes off all cocky, but | think he’s got a deep-seeded lack of 
confidence. He’s never called his own shots. Back when | was in 
Florida, he had Percy Pringle as his manager. Then, in the NWA, he 
used Paul Jones—or should | say, Paul Jones used him! Now he’s 
guided by Bobby Heenan. Rude will never achieve real greatness be- 


cause he hasn’t learned how to guide his own career.”’ 
—Billy Jack Haynes 





LEX LUGER 


E SAYS HE doesn't care. He claims it 

doesn’t matter. But we know Lex 
Luger is pleased as pie to finish second in 
this year’s Sexiest Superstar contest. 

“Lex keeps asking me how many votes | 

got,” said his close friend and occasional 
tag team partner, Sting, who finished fourth. 
“He knows darn well how many votes / 
got.” 
“!'d be lying if | didn’t admit | was flat- 
tered by all the votes,” Luger said, “and I’m 
honored to have finished so high in the 
voting. After busting your hump all week in 
the gym and in the ring, getting banged up 
and battered and exhausting yourself from 
training beyond the point where you can’t 
train another minute, it’s nice to know all the 
punishment is appreciated.” 





14,519 votes 


Julie Lux, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
couldn’t appreciate him more. “Lex Luger 
doesn’t walk,” she writes, “he oozes. When 
he comes to the ring and flexes his mus- 
cles, or when he rips his shirt off on a 
television interview, | get weak all over. It's 
an incredible thing.” 

“Sexiness is such a subjective quality,” 
Luger said. “Il hope that | can make one 
thing clear, and that’s the fact that | want to 
be seen as more than just a sex symbol. 
The name of the game on the marquee is 
‘wrestling,’ and that’s what it all comes 
down to: the war between the ropes. There 
are plenty of days when I'd trade all the 
accolades for the NWA title belt.” 

The drive for success, of course, is often 
as sexy as the most finely chiseled 


physique. 





| KERRY VON ERICH 


INALLY, FANS AROUND the country 

will find out what Texans have known 

for years: Kerry Von Erich is one sexy wres- 

| tler. Even Kerry was surprised by this year’s 

support. In fact, the vote total he received 

this time around almost doubled the number 

} of ballots he received in the 1986 install- 
ment of our poll. 

“Wow, I’m really amazed,” said the 

| ever-humble Von Erich. “| guess my 
fans stuffed the ballot box! Are you sure 
that total is right?” 

It was exactly that Von Erich shyness 
that most fans cited as Kerry's most at- 
tractive trait. 

“I'm sick to death of wrestling's egotistical 

} bodybuilders!” wrote Amy Grossberg of Mo- 
|} bile, Alabama. “Guys like Lex Luger and 
| Hulk Hogan are so full of themselves and 


12,376 votes 


their muscles that they don’t care about 
anything else but their muscles. Kerry is 
muscular, but he’s different. Sure, he’s built 
like a Greek statue, but he never lets his 
physique or his ring success or his status 
as a fan idol go to his head. His smile is the 
pure smile of a humble, yet satisfied, man. 


\ That's the sexiest quality in any man—hu- 


mility and a strong sense of one’s self as a 
competent individual.” 
“| can't exactly put my finger on it, but 


’ it's his entire look,” wrote Lynn Bell of Rus- 


sell, Kansas. “When he walks into the ring 
wearing just his jeans and nothing else, | 
practically faint! He also has that gorgeous, 
long, flowing hair, and a smile that could 


‘paralyze me from anywhere in the state. 


What a body, too!” 








STING 


EFLECTING THE NEW approval of 
wrestling’s current generation of mus- 
clemen, Sting received the highest vote total 
of any first-time participant in the Sexiest 
Superstar poll. Since his arrival in wrestling 
just two years ago, Sting has quickly risen 
to the heights of being one of the fans’ 
most loved wrestlers. And one of their favor- 
ite sex objects. 
“He's so energetic, you can’t help but be 
ized by him,” wrote Andi Lanoux of 
Charlotte, North Carolina. “When he's in the 
ting, he runs around, he screams, and he 
beats on his chest; heck, he even beats his 
chest on. interviews. And what a chest it is! 
He's so fantastically built, so perfect, that | 
can’t see who else could possibly be con- 
sidered sexier.” 








10,186 votes 


“| especially like the raw, animal passion 
that he personifies,” write Barbara Green of 
Burlington, Vermont. “I've always found it 
attractive when a man sweats and screams 
during athletic competition. That’s why | love 
Sting. He’s so passionate.” 

“For me, it’s the war paint,” wrote Sue 
Cook of Atlanta. “It always increases the 
excitement for me, like he's some kind of 
jungle savage doing battle, and | like the 
fact that he always makes it different for 


' every match. The war paint seems to bring 


out his natural animal instincts—and it 
brings out mine, too! When Sting and Ulti- 
mate Warrior [who finished sixth in this poll] 
used to wrestle together in The Blade Run- 
ners, | almost couldn't stop myself from run- 
ning into the ring after them!” 











HULK HOGAN 


HERE IS NOTHING that Hulk Hogan 

hasn't done in the world of wrestling. 
“The Hulkster” has been a world champion, 
he's beaten the best that the sport has to 
offer, he’s transcended the sport to become 
an American icon of sportsmanship and fair 
play—and he’s been a consistent top finish- 
er in all four of our Sexiest Superstar 
surveys. 

This year, the fans voted Hogan an un- 
precedented fifth finish, showing enormous 
respect for Hogan's passionate dedication to 
the maintenance of his body. 

“One thing | like about ‘The Hulkster,’” 
said Elaine Shimberg of Scarsdale, New 
York, ‘is that he really works at his body. 
He says he's going to dedicate himself to 
training, vitamins, weightlifting, and all the 















9,147 votes 


rest—then he goes out and does it. He’s 
one of the only people I've ever heard of 
who actually lives by his words!” 

For most fans who voted for Hogan, an 
important role was played by the old adage, 
“absence makes the heart grow fonder.” A 
great deal of the pro-Hogan voting came to 
our offices after Hogan had slipped out of 
the public eye. Also, Hogan’s finish in this 
poll seems to have benefited from compari- 
sons between himself and his World title 
successor, Randy Savage. A representative 
response from this group came from Dot 
Lutz of Philadelphia, who said, “You can 
take Randy Savage! He'll never compare to 
‘The Hulkster.’ Hogan defined sexy for the 
WWF, and for other federations!” 
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ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


HIS YEAR, YOUNG musclemen seem 

to be dominating the Sexiest Superstar 
voting, and there’s hardly a wrestler any- 
where in the sport who personifies the spirit 
and success of the young lions more than 
Ultimate Warrior. 

Warrior's plethora of attractive characteris- 
tics were praised by a diverse group of 
} fans. 
“He's a veritable obelisk of muscle!” said 
Varya Grace of Bellingham, Washington. 
“Look at the massive chest, the hefty fore- 
arms and biceps, Look at the thighs on the 
man! Look at his flowing hair and his gold- 
en smile. How could you not find him 
sexy?” 

Other respondents in the poll were more 
entranced by the Warrior's ferocity in the 
ring. “He's amazing!” wrote Roberta 


Monyak of Rockville Centre, New York. [E 


“The way he wrestles with such enthusiasm [7 


and energy and aggressiveness gets me [7 
excited right along with him. It’s a fantastic 
sight, just to watch his muscles tense up 
during a match.” 

In the end, almost all who voted for Ult- 
mate Warrior praised his incredible strength. | 
“When you see Ultimate Warrior press 
an opponent over his head,” said Ramona 
Martin of McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania, 
“you know what a sexy wrestler is. | know, 

because l've seen it!” 
Stength, intensity, and physique. It all 


adds up to one thing: the ultimate wrestler, | ~~ 


Ultimate Warrior. 








UDGING BY FAN re 

sponse, Bret Hart's qualifi- 
cations for being in this year’s 
top 10 start at his sunglasses 
and go all the way down to 
the laces on his wrestling 
boots. 

“Every pore of Bret’s body 
eminates just one thing: cool,” 
wrote Hart supporter Amanda 
Nelligan of Wilbrahan, Massa- 
chusetts. “If there’s anything 
that | find sexy, it's a man 
who stays cool. Bret Hart is 
like the James Dean of wres- 
tling. It's almost as if he’s 
completely indifferent to his 
opponent; which he isn't, of 
course, because he manages 


7,276 votes 


to beat them all. But he comes off that way. That's 
cool!” 

Most of the fans who voted Hart to the seventh 
position in this year’s poll confirmed Nelligan's 
diagnosis. 

“No doubt about it,” said Gretta Pincus of Los 
Angeles. “Sure, Hart has a stone physique from 
head to toe, but his true sexiness comes from the 
sunglasses, the hair, the way he carries himself. 
You know, the attitude of Bret Hart.” 

“He also has a cherubic face a grandmother 
could love,” wrote 86-year-old Anne Rocher of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. ‘! always found that face the 
cutest thing about him. When he smiles, he looks 
just like the cat that ate the canary!” 

Judging from the comments made by readers 
who voted for Bret, one thing becomes clear about 
their collective opinion: Bret’s a genuine Hart-throb! 








OR A NEWCOMER to the 

Sexiest Superstar balloting, Al 
Perez, ‘The Latin Heartthrob,” 
fared extremely well. Although 
rulebreakers made up a large 
portion of this year’s ballot, most 
of the fans who voted remarked 
that ring politics played litte or no 
role in their decision-making. 

“| simply don’t care what they 
do in the ring! This is a vote to 
determine the sexiest wrestler, not 
best wrestler, or the classiest 
wrestler, or even the strongest 
wrestler,” wrote Melissa Fogg of 
Cedar Grove, New Jersey. 

Perez, it seems, reaped a great 
benefit from the impartial attitude 
of Fogg and others like her. In 
voting for Perez, Fogg noted that 
“his rulebreaking becomes irrele- 


6,616 votes 


vant when you look at him. He’s got great 
eyes and a great body. He’s not overly 
muscular, and he doesn’t have an ounce of 
fat anywhere on his body. Plus, I've always 
been attracted to his Latin look.” 

Others complemented Perez's hair—both 
facial and otherwise. 

“Perez has a great sweaty look after a 
match,” said Jeanne Carey of Albany, New 
York. “I love the way his hair looks on his 
shoulders and chest, all wet and tussled. 
Also, | like the way his mustache and beard 
are so neatly trimmed. He’s amazing!” 

“Eighth? That's ridiculous!” Perez ex- 
Claimed when reached for comment. “‘If the 
fans voted me as low as eighth, then | 
guess they really are as stupid as | thought. 
Anything less than the top spot is an insult. 
I'm the sexiest wrestler in the world. End of 
discussion!” 











BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


FIRST-TIMER on the ballot 

like Al Perez, Brutus Beefcake 

may have reaped more benefits 

from his war against the hated (and 

far from sexy) Honky Tonk Man 
than he ever expected. 

“The sexiest thing about Beef- 
cake,” wrote Kate Miller of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, “is the look 
of determination he gets when he’s 
battling The Honky Tonk Man. 

It's exactly that passion for victory 
and for Honky Tonk’s Intercontinen- 
tal title that gets me going. 







6,241 votes 


“Don't get me wrong,” Miller continues, 
“Beefcake is more than just an exciting 
wrestler. He’s muscular and he’s got the 
most perfect pair of legs I've ever seen. | 
love the way his tights show off his body!” 

Another thing that the fans complimented 
was Beefcake’s superior grooming habits. 

“The barber image certainly fits him 
well,” said Kathy Connaly of Toledo, Ohio. 
“He's always so well-shaven and groomed. 
That adds a lot in my book. Who fantasizes 
about kissing a scruffy cheek? | know that | 
sure don't!” 

Some of Beefcake's sex appeal seems to 
come from the style he maintains. Often 
bedecked in formal clothing (complete with 
the traditional bow tie), Beefcake's ring attire 
adds to his sexy 3 

“What | like most about Brutus,” con- 
fimed Jen Bailett of Toronto, Ontario, “is 
his style. He dresses like a classy guy 
should dress. | think he looks better in 
clothes than out of them. Well, on second 
thought, maybe not!” 







































RICK MORTON 


URELY THERE AREN'T two 

wrestlers anywhere in the sport 
who have felt the full effect of this 
year’s balloting’s trend toward mus- 
clemen more than Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson, The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. Although they finished in 
the first and second positions, re- 
spectively, in the 1986 Sexiest Su- 
perstar poll, 1988 became the year 
that saw musclemen in and Rick 
and Robert out. They finished 10th 
and 11th respectively. 

Of course, there were many who 
remained loyal to the Express, and 
most of those who voted for Morton 
or Gibson complained only of hav- 
ing to pick between the two. 

“Ricky has the most 
fantastic pair of eyes that 


5,475 votes 


I've ever seen on a human male,” said Sue 
Faulkner of Los Angeles. “When he smiles, 
oooh, let me tell you, that is my definition of 
sexy! He can make me melt into a puddle 
with just one look.” The other 5,474 people 
who voted with Ms, Faulkner expressed a 
similar opinion. 

Of those who joined the bandwagon 
against Morton this year, most claimed that 
the rise of the young, muscular lions like 
Lex Luger, Sting, and Ultimate Warrior per- 
suaded them to vote against last poll’s sexi- 
est wrestler. One such opinion was voiced 
by Bernice Russman of Brooklyn, New 
York. While Ms. Russman agreed that Mor- 

ton’s eyes were “gorgeous,” she com- 

. plained that, “he’s gotten soft in the 

8 middle. When | think of sexy, | think 

of hardbodies like Luger and Sting. 
What muscles!” 












| AVAVAVAVAVA 
be ferocious giant 
from the 
jungles of 
Uganda, is 
one of the 
most terrifying 
men in 
wrestling, a 
vicious animal 
who feasts on 

— blood. But © 

there is one 
man he fears, 
and the 
reasons for 
this fear are 
fascinating — 
and terrifying! 


VAVAVAVA' 


‘KAMALA IS DEATHLY 








ie 


EEP IN THE jungles of Uganda 
near the shores of the White Nile 
lies a clearing into which flows a small 
brook. This brook would ordinarily be a 
prime source of water for the primitive 
tribes that live and hunt in this area, if 
not for a strange object located on a 
large cliff that dominates one side. 
For many centuries, the natives have 
claimed that if one looks closely, one 
can see the outline of a man’s face in 
the stone face of the cliff; a god, they 
say, that is responsible for the death, 
disease, famine, and wars that so often 
afflict these jungle tribes. This man— 
this god—has a hard face with deep 
brows and a strong chin. He is said-to 


AFRAID OF 
KERRY VON ERICH!”’ 


Kerry Von Erich tries to fight off a chokehold by the animalistic 
Kamala. Gen. Skandor Akbar claims that Kamala is influenced by 


forces he cannot control. 


look fearsomely upon the natives as if 
they have done him wrong. But he is 
the evil one. 
kK 

Kamala thought he had escaped this 
nightmare when he was taken from his 
native land many years ago. He 
thought he would no longer be haunt- 
ed by this horrible face that haunted 
his ancestors and made him fall to his 
knees the first time he saw it while on 
a food gathering expedition through 
the deep woods. But he was wrong. 
He was wrong, because . . 

“The face,’ Kamala’s manager 
Gen. Skandor Akbar said, completing 
the story for a stunned and somewhat 





disbelieving audience. ‘‘The face is like 
that of Kerry Von Erich’s, and it will 
haunt Kamala to his dying day. And 
he is reminded of it every time he steps 
into the ring.” 

But Kamala is both man and beast, 
and it is the beast that controls his 
mind, a mind that relies on instincts, 
the instinct to kill or be killed because 
that is the law of the jungles of equa- 
torial Africa. He does not know that 
Kerry Von Erich merely Jooks like the 
stone face. He sees World Class cham- 
pion Kerry Von Erich and thinks that 
he is the face, that he is the god who 
can strike him dead. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 

Illustrated was a remarkable publishing 

event. Cover-dated December 1987, 
‘ this 100-page super spectacular was 

jam-packed with stunning color and 

special features, including: 

®@ The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 

Of The PWI Years 

®@ The 10 Greatest Events Of The 

PWI Years 

@The PWI/ Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

® The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

® Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
issue comes around only once in a 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 
I Make check or Cotes order le payable 
Pand send tor 





| Please rush me ———— copies of ihe! 
| 100th edition of Pro Wrestling Tilustrated. | 
| enclose $5.00 for each copy | am ordering. | 





l 
| 
| 
leaner 
ie 
| city 

l 

[state =p 


lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
| Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 7) 


In it, he talks about Lex Luger join- 
ing The Four Horsemen, and how 
they were friends in Florida sharing 
ways to beat Ric Flair. He doesn’t 
understand why his friend has 
turned on him. 

Then | returned to the present. If 
you change the word “Luger” to the 
word “Windham” in every case, it 
sounds just like a quote from today. 
My, how times have changed! 

STEPHEN KAMSLER 
Commack, NY 


HACKSAW’S NO DAVID 

| am writing in response to the 
article concerning Hacksaw Jim Dug- 
gan in your Fall 1988 issue (“Hack- 
saw Duggan: Speak Loudly And Car- 
ry A Big Stick!”). This informative ar- 
ticle totally changed my opinion of 
Duggan. 

First of all, | was under the as- 
sumption (as were many wrestling 





fans) that Duggan challenged Andre 
the Giant following WrestleMania IV 
to cry about his first-round loss to 
Ted DiBiase (a match tainted by the 
interference of the Giant). 

Looking back, Andre was justified 
in sticking his nose into Duggan’s 
match. Duggan had been butting 
into Andre’s business for some time. 
Remember Andre's sneak-attack on 
Hulk Hogan prior to WrestleMania 
IV when he choked “The Hulkster” 
unmercifully? It was Duggan who 
belted Andre with a 2x4, forcing the 
Giant to break his choke. 

Unfortunately for you, Mr. Dug- 
gan, you are going to have to do 
much more than speak loudly and 
carry a big stick to beat the mighty 
Andre the Giant. Now, the Giant is 
mad. 


MARK STROMING 
Verona, NJ 
(Continued on page 52) 


Andre the Giant clamps a chokehold on Hacksaw Duggan. Mark Stroming feels that Andre 
was justified in interfering in Duggan’s first-round WrestleMania IV title toummament match 


against Ted DiBiase. 
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SCANDAL! Find out why 
TED DiBIASE’S “friends” may be 
plotting to stop his WWF title drive 





SCANDAL! Go behind the scenes in the 
conspiracy that cost LEX LUGER the 
NWA World championship 


PLUS... 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS: ‘We 
proved we don’t need JIM CORNETTE 
to win!” . . . Police Brutality! 

BIG BOSSMAN invades the WWF... 
The wild life and tragic death of 
BRUISER BRODY .. . Exclusive “O & 
A” interview with BUDDY ROBERTS... 
Introducing TOM BRANDI... BARRY 
WINDHAM in the Wrestler “Spotlight” 


Allthisand much more... 
in the November 1988 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW! 





THIS MONTH IN... 


(Sstlin 


ILLUSTRATED J 








Who will be the next to leave 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN? 





Learn why BAM BAM BIGELOW is no 
longer wrestling in the WWF 


PLUS... 

Giant full-color centerfold plus career 
bio of HACKSAW DUGGAN... AWA 
champ JERRY LAWLER: ‘T’ve beaten 

SAVAGE and FLAIR—I'm the best!”... 
GEN. SKANDOR AKBAR’S startling 
confession: “KAMALA is deathly afraid 
of KERRY VON ERICH!”...A 
powerful “Press Conference” with 
PRECIOUS... “Media Review” and 
“The PWIPoll” 


Allthis and much more... 
in the December 1988 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE SEPTEMBER 20! 


WEIGHT WATCHER 

| want you to know right off the 
bat that | am a person who is more 
than a little on the overweight side. 
For years, | allowed this to be a ma- 
jor debilitating force in my life. | was 
so bad at sports that | eventually 
gave them up entirely. | was bad in 
school as well. My attitude began to 
sour and | didn’t feel like | could 
accomplish anything at all. 

Ever since | have been watching 
wrestling, however, things have got- 
ten much better. You see, Dusty 
Rhodes has become a mentor for 
me. 

All | ever read in wrestling maga- 
zines is how Dusty could lose a few 
pounds or that he’s too overweight 
to ever win the important matches. 
But I've watched Dusty wrestle. Not 
only is he an agile, gifted wrestler, 





Barry Windham rolls out to avoid a Dusty 
Rhodes bionic elbow. Rhodes and Windham 


were once friends, 
archrivals. 


but have become 


but he believes in himself. Let me 
tell you, that is the hardest part for 
people like myself. 

People respect Dusty because he 
respects himself. He is the leader of 
an elite group of wrestlers that in- 
cludes Sting, Lex Luger, The Road 
Warriors, and Nikita Koloff, all of 
whom look up to Dusty for what he 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 50) 


represents. His size is completely un- 
important, as it should be. 
| just wanted Dusty to know that | 
thank him for helping me change 
my attitude. Since I’ve been watch- 
ing him, | have stopped avoiding 
sports and am doing better in 
school. Thank you, Dusty Rhodes. 
The American dream does exist. 
ANDREW SAFFRAN 
Denver 


SEXY IS NOT WRESTLING 

| want you to know that | disap- 
prove highly of your “Vote For Wres- 
tling’s Sexiest Superstar” _ ballot. 
Don’t get me wrong, | love to watch 
men’s bodies, whether inside the 
ring or elsewhere. The only problem 
is, a ballot like that—by its very na- 
ture—devalues wrestling in favor of 
deciding who's sexiest. 

To me, it doesn’t matter who the 
best-looking wrestler is. My favorites 
are the grapplers who get into the 
ring to do battle fearlessly and pow- 
erfully. It makes no difference if they 
are rulebreakers or fan favorites. | 
like Ronnie Garvin and Barry Wind- 
ham as much now as | did before 
they went bad. 

Wrestling is a sport. Posing for the 
cameras has nothing to do with 
wrestling. You can keep wrestlers 
like Rick Rude and his egotistical 
showing off. When | go to the 
matches, I’m looking for action. 

Yes, | like the muscular bodies of 
today’s young stars, but if they can’t 
wrestle, they just don’t flip my 
pancakes. 

NANCY MEZEY 
Markala, Ml 


UNFAIR! 

| have been a fan of World Class 
wrestling for many years now, but | 
have to say that | definitely do not 
approve of the treatment our former 
Texas champion, Terry Taylor, is re- 
ceiving since he joined the WWF. 
At a recent match, | saw former 
AWA World champion Curt Hennig 





Terry Taylor has suffered several losses 
since coming to the WWF. Lisa Simon feels 
that Taylor has been thrown into tough 
competition too quickly. 

pin Terry. 

Now, don’t get me wrong. Given 
time, I’m sure Taylor could destroy 
Hennig. But to throw Terry in there 
against a former AWA World cham- 
pion right away seems unfair. 

Also, before he faced Hennig, Ter- 
ry was matched up against WWF vet- 
erans like Lanny Poffo, These guys 
have been in the WWF so long that 
they are accustomed to the referees, 
the fans, and the arenas. | think it’s 
unfair to expect too much of Terry 
so soon, and pitting him against 
Hennig was unfair. 

Shouldn't the WWF allow Terry to 
get some seasoning in their federa- 
tion first? He’s a great wrestler who, 
once he’s given a chance to learn 
the ropes of the WWF, will have no 


problem against their finest 
wrestlers! 

LISA SIMON 

Milwaukee 

(Continued on page 54) 
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July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dos, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. _ 
September 1983/Stories include; Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories Seat! Akash 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Ri 

November 1983/Stories ei ue te Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin, 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham, 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: ever 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoile 
September 1984/Stories pedide, Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Siories inciude: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include; Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy, 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera, 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors, 

August 1985/Stories include; Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A, 
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MAY 1982 


May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 

Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 

Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis, 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 

Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund, 

September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 

Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 

dre, Piper, Dillon, 

November 1982/Stories include: Fiair, 

Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 

December 1982/Stories include: Mulll- 

gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard 
February 1983/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Race: 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 

Patera, Kabuki, Rich 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 

Sullivan, Steamboat, 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 

vin, Rogers, Orton: 






INSIDE WRESTLING 


‘ aaliestiaetanntantaetaetaetoed 








MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


BACK ISSUES 0] > 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 
October 1985/Stories include; Russian 


menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 


November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 

Jan 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham, 


restling 





October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 
February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 
March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Kolofis. 
April 1987/Stories include: Windham 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 
May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre, 
June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adamis, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
eee Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
NY ta, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include; Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds, 

ll 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase, 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll, 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 
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MARCH 1986 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
dune 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Fiair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A,, Adams, Windham. 
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@ SUPER DEAL 
ON THE 


SUPERCARDS! 


Sept. 1986 





For the past three years, the September cover-dated 
“SuperCards” editions of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page color sections, and 
peerless analysis of the annual spring “‘SuperCards” 
make the September editions of PW/ true collectors’ 
items. We have limited supplies of these newsstand 
sellouts, and they're sure to go fast. Only $5.00 each. 
Order today! 


Make check or money order payable 


| l 
hale RR “SUPERCARDS” |} 
| BOX 48 ONLY $5.00 each. i 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | 


| Please rush me the magazines | have 
[eteerse below. | enclose $5.00 edie | 
FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. | 
| (© PWiSeptember 1986 (“SuperCards’s6”) | 
| © PwiSeptember 1987 (“SuperCards’'s7”) | 
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(Continued from page 52) 
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Sting turns the tables on Flair with a figure- 
four leglock. Sting will never win the NWA 
World title, according to Kurt Hirsch. 





UNBEATABLE? 

After watching the NWA’s July 10 
Great American Bash from Baltimore 
on pay-per-view television, | had to 
write in to question whether you 
honestly believe what you wrote in 
your Fall 1988 issue’s special section, 
“The Champions! The Men Most 
Likely To Take Their Titles.” In that 
section, you said that Sting would 
take Ric Flair’s title. 

Sting has already had his chance, 
and he doesn’t seem to be getting 
anymore title shots. Then, in Balti- 
more, Flair found another way to es- 
cape, this time from Lex Luger's 
backbreaker. | no longer want to 
know who is the man who can beat 
Flair. All | want to know is, can any- 
body beat Flair? 

The man always seems to find 
new ways of escaping when things 
look the worst. Sting had him in his 
awesome scorpion leglock; time runs 
out. Luger had him ready to submit; 
a Maryland state athletic commission 
official steps in. No matter what kind 
of trouble Flair might find himself in, 
someone or something is always 
there to save him. | guess that’s why 
he’s still the champion. 

In the end, | think that of all the 








predictions in your special section, 

the only one that might never come 

true is the one predicting Sting will 
take the NWA World title. 

KURT HIRSCH 

Bethesda, MDL] 


MOVING? 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 
advance notice 


Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 
weeks advance notice so we can continue to 
service your subscription promptly. Check the 
magazine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 


) THE WRESTLER 

O INSIDE WRESTLING 

O) SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 

(1 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 

O WRESTLING 88/WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 
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September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Storiés include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 


October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: . 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Ornderff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 


January 1983/Stories include: Putski, | March 1984/Stories include: Santana, March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 


winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 


RIC FLAIR: 
‘The Men 
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July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 


ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog, 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

my 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

sen 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 


~~ 


NOVEMBER 1985 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 

ee mg 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 





Luger, Rich-Lawer, R&R Express. 


May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 


June 1987/Stories include: Fiair-Wind- 


.ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 


July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair. 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry, 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include; Fantastics, 
Hogan. Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 
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“Tt haunts his every move,’’ Akbar 
added. ‘‘I tell him that he will wrestle 
‘Kerry Von Erich and, like a dog, he 
hears the sound of Kerry Von Erich’s 
name and shrinks back in horror. It is 
not that Von Erich is any match for 
Kamala. No man in western civiliza- 
tion is any match for Kamala. There is 
not one man I have ever met that can 
match his strength, his desire to tear 
flesh apart and drink the blood of his 
victims. Only because of this face is 
the great Kamala deathly afraid of 
Kerry Von Erich.” 

“This could be the most ridiculous 
story I’ve ever heard,” said a reporter 
that was present at the time. “If you 
expect us to believe something as pre- 
posterous as that, you’re gonna have 
tOietune , 

“Give you some proof?’”’ Akbar re- 
plied slyly and almost on cue, a short, 
balding, middle-aged man walked into 
the room and stood next to Akbar. 
“This is Dr. Frederich Troy, chairman 
of the anthropology department at The 


KAMALA-VON ERICH 
(Continued from page 49) 


Kerry tries to apply the clawhold (above). 
Kamala and Kerry engage in a test of 
strength (below). The fight for the World 
Class title has turned into a vicious war. 


Kampala Institute in Uganda. This 
man has worked in North and Central 
Africa for the past 15 years. He will 
tell you what you need to know.” 
Dr. Troy began to speak. “‘What 
General Akbar says is true,’’ he said. 
“There is such a brook and there is 
such a face. I have been there. It is 
located deep in the jungle and its loca- 
tion is marked by a large waterfall. 
You do not want to go there unless 
you are a native or well-armed, and 
I’m talking about guns and spears. 
“These primitive creatures do not 
understand the difference between liv- 
ing and inanimate objects,’’ Troy add- 
ed. “They do not understand that this 
face carved into the stone cannot do 
them harm, but is probably merely 
some kind of prehistoric tribute to a 
great tribal leader. Therefore, they see 
this thing which is of great size and 
blame it for all their woes. It is also, 
however, this lack of understanding 
that makes a man such as Kamala so 
deathly dangerous. Kerry Von Erich is 
fortunate to look like this great face.” 
Akbar suddenly interjected. ‘‘Fortu- 





nate, perhaps,” he said, “‘but the 
wrath of Kamala is not so easily 
surpressed. While he is terribly afraid 
of Kerry Von Erich, he realizes that if 
he is able to destroy this ‘god,’ he will 
be hailed as a hero back in his native 
land. Then, one day, the great face of 
Kamala will be carved into the jungle 
cliffs. 

“That is, indeed, why I have made 
him undergo this mission to destroy 
Von Erich. He perceives it as extremely 
dangerous, but it is this danger, and 
his instinct, that propels him forward. 
Every time he wrestles Von Erich, his 
fear lessens. I cannot tell Kamala that 
he has nothing to fear. He must learn 
for himself. And he is learning. And 
he will become a great champion, not 
only here but in his homeland.” 

That is possible. One day Kamala 
might be a champion and hero in his 
homeland. But it will not be because 
of a stone idol sitting at the foot of a 
brook nobody has ever heard of. It 
took only a quick check by a Wrestling 
Superstars research assistant to discover 
that there is no Kampala Institute in 
Uganda or anywhere in the world. 
There is no record of a Dr. Frederich 
Troy. The story is a fraud. 

So what compelled Akbar to make 
up such a story? “It sounds to me like 
a smokescreen,’’ said Kerry Von Erich. 
‘Kamala is a wildman, he’s absolutely 
insane, but he’s been unable to beat 
me and take away my title. So Akbar 
figured he’d make up some kind of 
story that made it sound like Kamala 
had extra incentive to beat me—even 
kill me—and that would make me 
frightened enough to lose. 

“Or maybe he just needs an excuse 
for Kamala’s failure,” Kerry added. 
“‘Kamala’s never had so much trouble 
with any wrestler, so Akbar figures 
that by saying, ‘Kamala can’t beat 
Kerry because he’s scared of him, but 
he’s not scared of him because he’s a 
great wrestler. Kamala’s afraid of Ker- 
ry because he looks like a stone idol.’”’ 

‘Well, if you ask me, Akbar’s the 
one that’s scared and he’s scared be- 
cause this time, he can’t get what he 
wants. 

‘‘He’s failed again.” O 
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The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986 and 1987 
issues made publishing history. Each issue is a 
full 100 pages packed with color and the year-end} 
features PW/ readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don't be disappointed twice. Order your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 
















and send to: “THE BIG ONES” 
Inv sPoRTS ONLY $5.00 each. 

















| 
JROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | 
| Please rush me the magazines | have | 
checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S, | 
| FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 
| (1) PWI March 1987 I 
| (1986 Year-End Special) | 
| 4 PWI March 1988 | 
| (1987 Year-End Special) | 
| | 
| Name | 
Address | 
| city | 
| | 
| State Zip | 
lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. | 


GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from page 8) 


Willie B. Hert comes to the aid of his son, Willie Jr., while Jerry Stubbs, Tom Prichard, and 
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Shane Douglas look on. Paul E. Dangerously and Eddie Gilbert were suspended for the 


attack, ‘which Hert vows to avenge. 


suspended. “It’s the only fair way,” 
West said. Dangerously, however, 
strongly disagreed. ‘‘Let the fans de- 
cide? What the heck do they 
know?,” he said. “If we put every- 
thing up to the fans, idiots like Willie 
B. Hert and his stupid son would be 
running wrestling.” 

Continental officials also  an- 
nounced a takeover of the USA fed- 
eration. USA was formed earlier this 
year when Continental split into two 
separate federations. Officials have 
not decided which USA wrestlers and 
titles will be incorporated into Conti- 
nental. The official takeover date was 
scheduled for August 20. 


tee 


An apparent rift between Rick Mor- 
ton and Robert Gibson has caused 


the breakup of four-time NWA World 
tag team champions The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express, 

Although Morton is still wrestling in 
the NWA, Gibson appears to be 
headed for the AWA, where he and 
Morton wrestled for several months 
earlier this year, or an independent 
federation. Neither man would com- 
ment on the reasons for the breakup, 
but Morton did say: “Right now, The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express is history. I’m 
not going to say why, because | don’t 
like to air my dirty laundry, and to tell 
you the truth, it’s just between me 
and Robert.” 

There have been rumors that the 
Rock ’n’ Rolls were upset about not 
being included on the NWA’s July 10 
Great American Bash card in Balti- 
more, which was seen on nationwide 


pay-per-view television. “At that point, 
Ricky and Robert might have realized 
that they were going nowhere togeth- 
er,” said an NWA source. “You 
know, they've been together for a 
long time, and they just might have 
gotten stale. Besides, the NWA al- 
ready had The Fantastics, and 
they've been very popular with the 
fans.” ‘ 





Rick Morton and Robert Gibson—The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express—terminated their partner- 
ship in early August. 


The breakup of Morton and Gibson 
could be the final chapter in what has 
been a tumultuous year for the Rock 
’n’ Rolls. Following a contract dispute 
in late January, the Rock 'n’ Rolls left 
the NWA and signed with the AWA, 
where they engaged in a-vicious feud 
with The Midnight Rockers. Finally, 
the overwhelming response to a peti- 
tion in the June 1988 issue of /nside 
Wrestling brought the Rock ’n’ Rolls 
back to the NWA. O 
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Like zombies, the Horsemen filed 
past Thesz and shook the veteran’s 
hand. 

“This is going to work out guys,” 
Flair assured his teammates. ‘*Trust 
me. It'll work out.” 

SAVAGE HAPPENINGS 

“You have to stop this,’’ Stan Han- 
sen told Randy Savage. “It’s been 
years, The man’s dead, We all miss 
him, but there’s nothing we can do 
except get on with our lives.’’ Hansen’s 
words had little effect on the WWF 
champ. 

“We can’t let his memory die,” 
Savage told him. ‘He deserves better 
than to become a lousy faded 
memory.” 

The mourning never ended for Ran- 
dy Savage. With each new day, the 
loss of Bruiser Brody affected him 
more. He mimicked many of Brody’s 
moves, attempting to capture and pos- 
sess Brody’s spirit and tenacity. But he 
stopped short in his idolatry; There 
was no separation between Savage’s 
professional and personal behavior. 
The madman he was inside the 
squared circle spilled over into the real 
world. 

Three truths came to dominate Sav- 
age’s life: (1) The world was a jungle, 
(2) Life was war, and (3) Randy Sav- 
age was king. 

Inside the ring, Savage was a brawl- 
ing, inflexible, and unbeatable fanatic. 
Sometimes, it did appear as if the spirit 
of Bruiser Brody had taken a wrong 
turn on its way to wrestling heaven 
and wound up in Savage’s body. His 
championship reflected his inner rage. 
Savage was unconcerned with pinfalls 
and submissions; his idea of success 
became the number of bones he could 
break and the amount of blood he 
could ‘draw. He kept gruesomely de- 
tailed accounts of how many of his 
opponents required medical treatment. 
In one brutal two-week period, Savage 
sent 11 consecutive opponents to hos- 
pital beds. 

Through a veil of tears, Elizabeth 
announced to the press that she was 
leaving him. “I don’t know Randy 
anymore,” she cried. ‘A madman has 
possessed his soul. If Bruiser Brody 
could see him now, he would cry. 
Randy has gone completely crazy. He 
has become an animal.” 

What little residue of humanity re- 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 18) 


* 


Sickened by Savage's viciousness, Elizabeth announced to the press that she was leaving 





“The Macho Man.” Shortly afterward, Vince McMahon Jr. used a doctored photo of Flair 
with Elizabeth to instigate a Flair-Savage battle. 


mained in Savage’s soul dried up after 
Elizabeth left. His strength increased in 
proportion to his insanity; his champi- 
onship remained impenetrable. Hulk 
Hogan attempted to dissuade Savage 
from his violent ways and was treated 
to a broken nose. In their much-bally- 
hooed title match, Savage punished 
Hogan to such an extent that the refer- 
ee was forced to stop the bout. 

Hogan did not protest—and he did 
not demand a rematch. 


The Four Horsemen did little to 
conceal their displeasure with Lou 
Thesz. They constantly missed the 
twice-daily workouts their new trainer 
scheduled. When they did attend, they 
arrived late, laughed at Thesz, and 
made a mockery of the sessions. Flair 
was soon the only one who showed 
up. 

Flair pursued the rulebook with the 
evangelical zeal of a reformed alcohol- 
ic. The reawakening of his scientific 
skills brought about other profound 


changes in Flair’s lifestyle. He put a 
stop to his notorious nocturnal party- 
ing habits; it’s dificult to keep late 
hours when you have to be up for an 
eight-mile run at 5:30 in the morning. 
Midnight pleasure jaunts to nightclubs 
were replaced by Johnny Carson and 
Karl Gotch’s book on suplexes. In 
Flair’s refrigerator, champagne and 
caviar were thrown out in favor of 
yogurt, oat bran, and fruit juice. 

He remained Ric Flair—confident, 
boastful, brash, and cocky—but with- 
out the defensiveness that colored his 
voice in the past. He had nothing to be 
defensive about. His wrestling was 
flawless. With Thesz’s help, Flair had 
dusted off a repertoire once hailed as 
“the most scientific and precise in the 
sport.’’ He was, once again, a superla- 
tive mat technician. 

The reawakening of his skills also 
reawakened a boyish enthusiasm. He 
couldn’t wait to get to the arena. Each 
match became a cause for celebration. 
How should he win tonight, he’d ask 
Thesz before the match. Figure-four 


(Continued on page 62) 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 
Star Wars 1980. 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 
Super D, 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Kelrn. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 








































October 1981/Rich-Race, Hogan-Han- 
sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Koloff. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1961/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 


pai pels cored Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
les, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Fiair, Backlund, Super- 
Star, Dillon, Wrestling 11. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
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July 1982/Steamboat-idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Siater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich, 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascafas. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes Samoans. 


May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Fiair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich, 
March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 







August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
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December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Invins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair, 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorif, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions II. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Orndorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December Raper ae: gl Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Sav: , Martel-Han- 
ssa 1985 in Pictiios, Weartors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1886/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Omdortf-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams, 

































































































WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 








November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no’s career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor, 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight , Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
js rained 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 

kwinkel, Western States tourny. 

November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF toumey, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 
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leglock? German suplex? How about 
the double-underhook suplex into a 
rolling cradle? 

The fans treated this latest incarna- 
tion of Flair with contempt and disbe- 
lief. Few expected it to last long. 

“‘He has something up his sleeve,” 
was the consensus of the crowd. ‘‘Ric 
Flair is never what he appears to be.” 

But if no one could explain Flair’s 
sudden change, they also couldn’t ar- 
gue with the results. In 31 title defenses 
over two months, Flair had not been 
disqualified once. The Horsemen, un- 
der strict orders not to view his match- 
es, no longer interfered. And Flair kept 
winning. He shocked Luger with a 
stomach claw that made the challenger 
easy prey for a pin. Sting was taken 
down by a lariat. Ronnie Garvin fell to 
a sleeperhold. Dusty Rhodes suffered 
the indignity of the piledriver. 

‘*He’s up to somethin’,” said a star- 
tled and disappointed Rhodes. ‘‘But all 
the same, I got to give Ricky Flair 
credit. He beat me fair and square. 
Got no gripe with the way the match 
went—'cept I lost.’’ 

Fan favorites and rulebreakers, sci- 
entific grapplers and musclemen, all 
- lost to the new and improved Ric 


Flair. 
, SEMEN Vier ~ 
ee eT | 
The Horsemen regarded their team- 
mate with suspicion and disbelief. They 
did not take to the rules as Flair had. 
After a tag team title match in which 






=, 


“ / 


<3 


Dillon and Windham interfered on be- . 


half of Blanchard and Anderson, Flair 
admonished the Horsemen. 

**You guys are not /istening,’’ he lec- 
tured. ‘Don’t you see the reaction I’m 
getting? People are coming around. 
They believe. We can be the best and 
the cleanest. It’s never been done 
before! 

“You're all lazy,” Flair scolded. 
“You never come to the workouts. 
You’d rather get fat and cheat and 
connive your whole life. I’m offering 
you a shot at respectability. I’ve done 
the hard work, all you have to do is 
follow.” 

The Horsemen exchanged glances. 
Blanchard spoke first. ‘Ric, we’ve had 
about as much of your rah-rah crap as 
we’re gonna. take. We’re friends and 
all, but if you don’t give up this scum- 
my masquerade, we’re gonna kick you 
out of the Horsemen.” 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 60) 


Flair easily wins a test of strength against Barry Windham. After the Horsemen refused to 





follow Lou Thesz’ teachings, Flair won a series of matches against ex-teammates Windham, 


Anderson, and Blanchard, 


“And maybe kick your butt, be- 
sides,’’ added Windham. 

Flair stared at Windham but spoke 
to all his teammates. “Don’t try some- 
thing you’ll regret for the rest of your 
lives.”” 

In the following month, to the 
shock and delight of NWA fans, Flair 
fought and defeated each one of his 
ex-teammates. He survived double- and 
triple-teaming, foreign objects, and 
managerial interference. The Japanese 
nervehold that ended Windham’s bid 
at the NWA title kept the challenger 
hospitalized for six days. In every bat- 
tle, despite the odds, Flair never wa- 
vered from the rulebook. 


me +_ 22" = 4 


Vince McMahon sat in his office 
and examined the sack of mail sitting 
alongside the other sacks of mail he 
had recieved regularly each day for the 
past month. 

“Tt’s like auto racing,’’ McMahon 
said to his assistant. ‘‘The arenas sell 
out every night because people are 
hoping he’ll kill someone. This is not 
what it’s all about. This is not profes- 
sional wrestling. 

“Tell Jim Crockett he can come 
in.”’ 

In the ensuing conversation, wres- 


tling’s top promoters agreed on one 
point: If Flair and Savage would meet 
in the ring, it would be the biggest 
wrestling event in history. 

“The problem is that Savage won’t 
fight him,’? McMahon said. ‘‘He says 
Flair helped him out of a jam years 
back and he doesn’t want to hurt him. 
He’s got that damned Bruiser Brody 
loyalty thing and I can’t shake him of 
it,”’ 

“Tt’s a problem,’’ said Crockett. 
“Since the breakup of the Horsemen, 
my crowds are down. I want the old 
Flair back. There’s no way he’ll be 
able to stay clean against Savage. He'll 
have to start slugging again.’ 

McMahon’s eyes lit up. ‘‘I might 
have an idea, Jimmy,’ he said. ‘“‘I 
think I know the way to get Randy 
Savage.” 









The meeting went as it usually did. 
McMahon made his offer, Savage re- 
fused to listen. 

“I don’t hurt people who’ve helped 
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Vince McMahon Jr. once again reached into 
his bag of tricks to sign the Savage-Flair 
match at Giants Stadium. McMahon co-pro- 
moted the bout with Jim Crockett. 


me,’’ Savage growled. ‘“‘Don’t ask me 
again. I won’t fight Flair.” 

“T’ve helped you, Randy,’’ McMa- 
hon countered. “‘And now you’re hurt- 
ing me.” 

“You'll survive, McMahon,”* said 
the champ. “The only thing you’ll lose 
is money, and you’ve got plenty of it. 
Flair may lose his life.’’ 

“Okay, okay,’ said McMahon with 


(Continued on page 64) 
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WINTER 1985 
SPRING 1984/Color pinups: Superstar-Bravo, Adrian 





Street, Hansen-Race, Valiant-Kabuki. Stories include: War- 


rors. Kerry Von Enrich, Bockwinkel, Santana, Hansen. 
SUMMER 1984/Color pinups: Patera-Gagne, Windham- 
Bart, BundyGarvin, Koloff-Mosca. Stories include: Junk- 
yard Dog, Flair-Race, Adams-—Garvin, Snuka, Idol, Omdorff. 
FALL 1984/Color pinups: Haynes-Nagasaki, Kabuki-Ka- 
mala, Steamboat-Slater, Blanchard-Colon, Stories include: 
Hogan, David Von Erich, Flair-Brody, Blanchard. 
WINTER 1984/Color pinups: Michael Hayes, Flair-Mc- 
Daniel, Gilbert-Rich, Haynes-Funk. Stories include: Kerry 
Von Erich, Martel-Bockwinkel, Piper, Flair-Steamboat. 
SPRING 1985/Color pinups: Animal-Funk, Poffo-Gilbert, 
Nikita-Fernandez, Garvin-McDaniel. Stories include: War- 
nors, Hogan, Albano, Rhodes, Sullivan. 

SUMMER 1985/Color pinups: Kerry-Flair, Hawk-Lawler, 
Funk-Slater, Nikita-Rhodes. Stories include: Valentine, 
Windham & Rotundo, Warriors, Flair-Race, Nikita, 

FALL 1985/Color pinups: Adams-Kevin Von Erich, Zbys- 
zko-Backlurul, Lawler-Brody, Blanchard-T.A. Stories in- 
clude: Von Erichs, Warriors, Hogan-Volkoff, Freebirds, 
WINTER 1985/Color pinups: Flatr-Kevin Von Erich, 
Hayes-Hawk, Hogan-Fujinami, DiBiase-Roberts, Stories in- 
clude: Omdorff, Warriors, Brody, Shultz, Dugsfan. 


SPRING 1986/Color pinups: WindhamSullivan, Andre- 
Bundy, Taylor-Landell, Hemandez-Kerry. Stories include: 
R&R Express, Warriors, Hogan, Santana, Rude, Williams. 
SUMMER 1986/Color pinups: Luger-Barr, Garvin-Flair, 
Nord-Hawk, Missy-Sunshine. Stories include: Warriors-Rus- 
sians, Savage-Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, Bulldogs. 

FALL 1986/Color pinups: Kirchner-Volkoff, Nikita-Hawk. 
Morton-Flair, Nord-Hennig, Stories include: R&R Express, 
Luger, Savage, Bulldogs, Hansen, Rude, Williams. 
WINTER 1986/Color pinups: Rude-Von Erich, Khru- 
shchev-Mantel, Hogan-Adonis, Bockwinkel-DeBeers. Stories 
include: Supercards, Hogan-Ormdorff, Horsemen, Snuka, 
Von Erich. 

SPRING 1987/Color pinups: Steamboat-Zulu, Roberts- 
Hillbilly, Morton-Anderson, DiBiase-Hayes. Stories include: 
Bigelow, Flair, Hogan, Luger. Race, Windham, Hyatt. 
SUMMER 1987/Color pinups: Roberts-Kamala. Von 
Erich-Perez, Morton-Koloff, Snuka-Zukhoy. Stories include: 
Windham, Elizabeth, Superpowers, Williams, Albano, Von 
Erich, d 

FALL 1987/Color pinups: Animal-Lane, Bigelow-Inoki, 
Sullivan-Hall, Ware-Honky Tonk. Stories include: Mid- 
nights, Flair, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, Piper, Hogan-Andre. 
WINTER 1987/Color pinups: Tama-Santana, Perez- 
Steamboat, Rhodes-Flair, Gordy-Gilbert. Stories include: 
Luger-Nikita, RER Express, Hart. Hogan-Race, Hyatt. 
Lawler. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinups: Jason-Hart, Konga-Sting, 
OMG-Santana. Von Erich-Adias. Stories include: Waniors, 
Hogan-Andre, DiBiase, Honky Tonk, Magnum T.A., War 
Games. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinups: Von Erich-Roberts, Sting: 
Rotundo, Misty-Dallas, Reed-Muraco. Stories include: 
Luger, Hogan-Andre-DiBiase, Ellering-Dillon-Comette. 
Hennig, Bigelow, Hyatt, Rude. 

FALL 1988/Color pinups: SantanaSmash, Warlord- 
Hawk, Adams-Taylor, Hennig-Lawler. Stories include: 
Luger, Hogan, DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting, Savage, 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 63) 


Elizabeth checks out a cut on Savage's face. Flair was on the verge of victory in their 
“Superstar Dream Match’ when Elizabeth handed her man a foreign object. 








a grin. ‘Have it your way. Incidental- 
ly, Randy, did you happen to see 
this?” McMahon unfurled a copy of 
the New York Post. On page six was a 
photo of Elizabeth sitting on Ric 
Flair’s lap at a nightclub. Savage’ eyes 
widened into venomous orbs of hate. 
He threw the paper back at McMahon. 

“Tell Ric Flair to notify his next of 
kin,’ Savage said in a cold voice. 
‘And tell him to make sure his will is 
in order.”’ 

Of course, Flair had not been to a 
nightclub in months. And it was over a 
year since he had last seen Elizabeth. 
It’s remarkable, McMahon chuckled, 
what some scissors and a little paste 
could do. 
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It was a simple match to promote 
since every wrestling fan in the country 
had waited months for it to be signed. 
New Jersey’s Giants Stadium sold 
80,000 tickets in under four hours. The 
promoters exploited all the usual cable 
television outlets. Each wrestler re- 
ceived a guaranteed purse of $1-mil- 
lion. More important, the winner 
would win the right to call himself the 
Greatest Wrestler in the World. 


Savage literally frothed at the 
mouth. He paced the ring hungrily, 
like a caged animal awaiting his feed. 

Flair entered the ring, but before he 
could remove his robe, Savage lunged 
at him. He bit Flair’s face and used a 
hair-pull to bring him down to the 
mat. Flair kicked out immediately and 
took Savage down with a hooking 
legsweep. Flair, looking strong and 
lean, pursued his advantage and ap- 
plied a painful reverse leglock to Sav- 
age’s left leg. 

Savage writhed in agony on the mat, 
shards of pain splitting his skull. He 
managed to drag himself over to the 
ropes and grab on for dear life. The 
referee called to Flair to break the 
hold. Despite the obvious advantage, 
Flair did not hesitate. He untangled his 
legs and sprung to his feet. Savage 
rolled out of the ring and clutched his 
leg. Flair waited in the ring for him. 






Flair carries his World title belt away from 
the ring. He lost the match by disqualifica- 
tion when Blanchard and Anderson inter- 
fered on his behalf. 





Savage motioned for him to come Wom KK KKH KK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK 


down and battle on the turf. Flair ig- 
nored him. He instructed the referee to 
begin his count. 

Frustrated, Savage leapt back into 
the ring. He ran at Flair; the NWA 
champ sidestepped the charge and Our most popular back issue offer! Each of these Super Color Specials 
flung Savage against the turnbuckle. opens up to become a giant B-page 22” x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
He grabbed Savage from behind and the size of a regular PWI centerfold). 
hooked him into the dreaded German ‘ 
suplex. The impact knocked out three 
of Savage’s teeth. Again he rolled out 
of the ring. ‘‘Flair’s right is definitely 
triumphing over Savage’s might,’’ said 
ringside announcer Bob Costas. ‘Flair 
is in complete control of this match.” 

Suddenly, a woman in the first row 
ran toward the fallen WWF champ. 
The crowd stood on its feet and 
howled. She brushed the blood from 
Savage’s eyes and handed him an 
object. 

“T love you,’’ Elizabeth whispered. 

Imbued with new strength, Savage 
rose to his feet. He climbed back into 
the ring. Flair took him down with an 
armdrag. Savage pounded his oppo- 
nent’s face with the brass knuckles 
handed to him by Elizabeth. Flair 
howled in anguish, his face a gory 
mask of blood. Savage quickly mount- 
ed the turnbuckle and leaped onto the 
back of his weakened opponent. He 
rained punches and kicks to Flair’s 
head and neck, utilizing the brass 
knuckles with sadistic efficiency. He 
rolled Flair over for the pin. 

From their ringside seats, Tully 
Blanchard and Arm Anderson rushed 
into the ring and threw Savage off of 
their ex-teammate. They began to 
pummel Savage, who returned each of 
their punches with two of his own. 
Flair rose to his feet and joined in the 
triple-team. 

“Just like the old days,” Flair said 
to Blanchard. 

“Good to see you again, buddy,” 
Blanchard smiled. 

The referee signaled for the bell. 
Flair was disqualified for outside inter- 
ference. Just like the old days. Savage 
was declared the winner. 
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For some people, but not Ronnie 
Garvin. You abandoned them 
when they really could have used 
you. 

Hey, I’m not my brother’s keep- 
er, Okay? Jimmy is a big boy. 
He’s a tough wrestler and a great 
tag team partner, and he’s the 
best brother a man could ever 
want. But don’t start hitting me 
with that “‘where were you?” 
crap, all right? Where was Jimmy 
during the years when he was 
breaking the rules left and right? 
He was nowhere to be found. We 
didn’t even speak to one another 
for years. Life can be that way 
sometimes, and I was glad when 
he rallied to my side when Jim 
Cornette burned me last summer. 
But he, of all people, should be 
able to handle whatever decisions 
I make. After all, he put me 
through enough stuff in the past. 
I don’t think that’s the case. I’ve 
talked to both Jimmy and Pre- 
cious recently, and they don’t like 
what you’ve done one bit. 

I .can’t help that. Pll bet ’m 
making twice as much money as 
Jimmy does now, so maybe he’ll 
wise up and come over to my 
side soon. If he doesn’t, then I'll 
see him on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas during family reunions. 
A lot of the fans would like to 
see you two together a lot sooner. 
The public is clamoring to see 
you against Jimmy, face-to-face 
in the ring. 

Well, if Gary can get the right 
amount of money for the match, 
I'll jump in there with bells on. 
What? You’d wrestle him just for 
a big payoff? I can’t believe what 
I’m hearing! : 

I’d take on my own mother for a 
big payoff. You know, sports- 
writers are the dumbest things 
there is. They pick on athletes for 
signing big money contracts, but 
they jump from newspapers to 
magazines back to newspapers all 
the time and nobody even blinks 


INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 24) 


Gary Hart introduces the newest member of ‘‘The Council,’ which also includes Larry 





Zbyszko and Al Perez. Garvin feels that Hart will make him richer than he’s ever been. 
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an eye. You’re a_ hypocrite, 
Smith. One of the reasons you 
left your old job and joined 
Wrestling Superstars was for bet- 
ter money, right? 

Sure, but I didn’t punch out one 
of my friends to do it. But mor- 
als aside, what’s in the future for 
Ron Garvin now? You've lost all 
your old friends. 

Not Barry Windham, wise guy. 
As you know, me and Barry were 
U.S. tag team champions togeth- 
er, and we stayed close even after 
he joined the Horsemen. I ran 
into him a few weeks ago, and he 
said he’d never been happier—or 
richer—in his whole life. He got 
me together with Gary, too, who 
got me in touch with J.J., and 
the rest is history. Now we’ve got 
our sights set on some titles. I 
think that Mr. Perez and I can 
team up to become the most 
feared duo in the NWA. He’s al- 
ways needed a little veteran lead- 
ership to bring out the best in his 
incredible physical assets, and 
with me and Gary behind him, 
there’s no limit to what we can 
do with this team. I haven’t been 
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this excited in years. 

Dusty Rhodes is pretty excited, 
too, but in a different way. You 
say you take him lightly, but he 
isn’t about to let you go so easily. 
He’s petitioned NWA officials for 
some matches with you, and it 
looks like you’re going to have to 
face him before long. 

Bring on that butterball. I’m sure 
that my man Gary will be right 
there with the contracts, and the 
dollars will soon be flowing my 
way. There isn’t a thing Rhodes 
can do that I can’t do better. In. 
fact, I'll let you in on a little 
secret: If I can retire Rhodes, 
Gary and J.J. have promised me 
a bonus that will make what they 
gave me at the Baltimore Bash 
look like a Crackerjack prize. I 
won't wait long to collect: it, ei- 
ther. I should be able to knock 
Rhodes off within the next few 
weeks. 

Well, Ronnie, thank you for this 
interview. I know you'll deny 
this, but you sure act like a 


changed man. 
For the better, Bobby. Much 
better. O 





WRESTLING’S 


GREATEST, 


SUBSCRIPTION DEAL ’ 


Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 















INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
° 
Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues for the bargain price of just $27—a 
savings of $15 off the regular newsstand price! And 
every issue will be delivered directly to your door in a 
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TOP10 TAG TEAMS 
1 RANDY SAVAGE qu TULLY epee tie rp &s ARN ANDERSON 
245, Sarasota, FL Combined weight: 484 
WWF World champion NWA World tag Shion che 
RIC FLAI THE ROAD WARRIORS 
243, Mini lis, MN Combined weight: 567 pounds 
NWA Wi No. 1 : NWA tag team title 
38 side ™ sam t: 585 pounds 
AWA World champion WWF W. World tag teat chassplons 
TED DIBIASE BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 
247, Omaha, NB Combined seo 453 
No. 2 contender: U.S. tag team 
LEX LUGER WARLORD & BARBARIAN 
268, Ger 2 , Combined weight: 655 pounds 
No.2 ; NWA title No. 1 tag team title 
|, eee Den 
No.'3 contender: NWA titie igi plesthien ee Ue tag team title 
KERRY VON ERICH PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
260, Denton, TX Combined weight: 456 pounds 
World Class champion AWA World tag team 
BARRY WINDHAM THE HART FOUNDATION 
236, , 1X Combined t: 515 
U.S. heavyweight champion No. 2 pswrhan th tag fe title 
gi KERRY ry & KEVIN VON ERICH 
302, Venice Beach, CA ined weight: 495 pounds 
No, 3 WWF title Word Class tag team 
1 THE HONKY TONK MAN 1 QPACQUES & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 
NWA, WWF AWA WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World Champion: World World Class 
RIC FLAIR RANDY SAVAGE JERRY LAWLER KERRY VON ERIC 
243, Minneapolis, MN 245, Sarasota, FL 234, Memphis, TN 260, Denton, TX 
1—BARRY WINDHAM 1—THE HONKY TONK MAN 1—GREG GAGNE 1—KEVIN VON ERICH 
236, Sweetwater, TX 255, Memphis, TN 220, Robbinsdale, MN 235, Denton, TX 
2—LEX LUGER 2—TED DiBIASE 2—SOLDAT USTINOV 2—KAMALA 
268, Chicago, IL 247, Omaha, NB 265, Moscow, Russia 360, Uganda 
3—STING 3—HULK HOGAN 3—WAHOO McDANIEL 3—ICEMAN PARSONS 
260, Venice Beach, CA 302, Venice Beach, CA 280, Midland, TX 245, St. Louis, MO 
4—DUSTY RHODES 4—ANDRE THE GIANT 4—EDDIE GILBERT 4—ERIC EMBRY 
302, Austin, TX 497, Grenoble, France 222, Lexington, TN 225, Lexington, KY 
5—STEVE WILLIAMS 5—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 5—MANNY FERNANDEZ 5—STEVECASEY 
265, Norman, OK 280, Queens, NY 245, El Paso, TX 230, San Antonio, TX 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 6—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 6—AUSTIN IDOL 6—BUDDY ROBERTS 
275, Moscow, Russia 273, San Francisco, CA 240, Las Vegas, NV 247, Del City, OK 
7—AL PEREZ 7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 7—PHIL HICKERSON 7—MICHAEL HAYES 
238, Tampa, FL 280, Glens Falls, NY 257, Jackson, TN 255, Marietta, GA 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 8—JAKE ROBERTS 8—BARON VON RASCHKE 8—TERRY GORDY 
245, Syracuse, NY 246, Stone Mountain, GA 271, Berlin, Germany 289, Chattanooga, TN 
9—RONNIE GARVIN 9—RICK RUDE 9—MANDO GUERRERO 9—BLACK BART 
231, Montreal, Quebec 246, Robbinsdale, MN 225, Mexico City, MEX 261, Pampa, TX 
10—JIMMY GARVIN 10—DON MURACO 10—TEUHO KHAN 10—BiLL IRWIN 
235, Tampa, FL 274, Sunset Beach, HI 265, Singapore 250, Duluth, MN 
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MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
HULK HOGAN ANDRE THE GIANT 
302, Venice Beach, CA 497, Grenoble, France 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
y Dod SAVAGE Bric FLAIR Sr 
Last izsues No. 3 Most Popular alin ag Hated 
STING TED DiBIASE 
260, Venice Beach, CA 247, Omaha, NB 
Last Issue: No. 2 Most Popular issue: 2 Most Hated 
LEX LUGER ALBARRY WINDHAM 
268, Chicago, IL , A 
issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
DUSTY RHODES RICK RUDE 
302, Austin, TX 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last Issue: No. 10 Most Popular Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
JAKE ROBERTS 6e HONKY Tt TONK MAN 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
HACKSAW DUGGAN EDDIE GILBERT 
280, Glens Falls, NY ‘ 222, Lexington, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
JERRY LAWLER RONNIE GARVIN 
234, Memphis, TN 231, Montreal, Quebec 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular Last Issue: unrated 
KERRY VON ERICH MANNY 
260, Denton, TX 245, El Paso, TX 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
102" ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1 GREG VALENTINE 
280, Queens, NY 243, Seattle, WA 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Issue: 
STAMPEDE CWA 
North American CWA 
MAKHAN SINGH PHIL HICKERSON 
380, Saginaw, MI 257, Jackson, TN 
1—JOHNNY SMITH 1—MAX PAIN 
235, Manchester, England 350, lowa City, IA 
2—STEVE DiSALVO 2—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
298, Boston, MA 225, Winter Haven, FL 
3—CHRIS BENOIT 3—ROBERT FULLER 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 238, Dyresburg, TN 
4—STEVE BLACKMAN 4—SCOTT STEINER 
250, Pittsburgh, PA 235, Detroit, MI 
5—BRUCE HART S—JEFF JARRETT 
211, Calgary, Alberta 200, Hendersonville, TN 
6—BRIAN PILLMAN 6—GARY YOUNG 
226, Cincinnati, OH 240, Houston, TX 
7—VULKAN SINGH 7—JIMMY GOLDEN 
300, Billings, MT 235, Montgomery, AL 
8—LANCE IDOL 8—JIMMY VALIANT 
225, Hollywood, CA 251, New York, NY 
9—JERRY MORROW 9—BUDDY LANDELL 
235, Martinique 236, Los Angeles, CA 
10—GAMA SINGH 10—THE GREAT SENSHE 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 265, Tokyo, Japan 
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Continental Champion: 
TITLE VACANT ‘ 
To be filled in elimination tourney 
1—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
2—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 
3—LORD HUMONGOUS 
325, parts unknown 
4—KEN WAYNE 
208, Memphis, TN 
5—TOM PRICHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
6—SHANE DOUGLAS 
223, Pittsburgh, PA 
7—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 
8—WILLIE B. HERT 
238, El Paso, TX 
9—DAN DAVIS 
238, Nashville, TN 
10—MR. OLYMPIA 
242, parts unknown 





WINDY CITY WRESTLING 


Windy City 
STEVE REGAL 
223, Indianapolis, IN 


1—COL. DeBEERS 
248, Cape Town, South Africa 


268, parts unknown 


10—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
360, Khartoum, Sudan 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


The Road Warriors are angry! And when The Road Warriors get 
angry, you find out about it in a hurry. Actually, Hawk, Animal, and 
their brilliant manager Paul Ellering have been mad for about three 
months. But, in Hawk’s words, “we thought you guys made another 
mistake, so we let it slide.” Then the Warriors ran into Senior Editor 
Bill Apter in Philadelphia their feelings known. 

“Hey, Apter,” Ellering said when he spotted Bill in the Civic 
Center dressing room. “What's the story with you guys making Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson number one in those worthless tag 
team ratings of yours? It’s been three months now, and my boys are 
getting a little tired of it. And you know what happens when my 
boys start getting restless!’ 

Just as Bill told Ellering that the Warriors also wouldn't be rated 
number one in the Winter 1988 issue of Wrestling Superstars, Hawk 
and Animal sass from the trainer's room.’They looked like they 

were about to kill somebody,” said 
Apter, “and | thought for a second 
that that somebody was me.” 

Bill explained that the ratings are 
based on won-lost records, quality of 
opposition, and inherent skill of the 
team. He conceded that the Warriors 
are a more skilled team than Blan- 
chard and Anderson, but added that 
the NWA World tag champs are rid- 
ing a solid unbeaten streak against 
the best teams in the federation. The 
Warriors, meanwhile, have been in- 
volved in scaffold matches against 

2 Ivan Koloff and The Russian Assassin, 
ava Fler who clearly stand a notch below 
‘The Legion of Doom,” 

Unfortunately, Apter’s explanation didn’t wash with the Warriors. 
“That's a load of crap,” Animal growled. “‘Let’s see you get up on 
that scaffold, wimp. Blanchard and Anderson would be easy prey for 
us if we wanted the tag belts, but we've got business to take care of. 
You can't honestly sit there and say that Blanchard and Anderson 
would survive five minutes in the ring with us.” 

The Warriors, of course, might simply be taking their frustrations 
out on Apter. They are still bothered about losing the All-Japan 
International tag team belts to Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu in 
June. Although they publicly gloat about running The Powers of Pain 
out of the NWA, they'll privately admit that they never had the 
chance to satisfactorily whip Warlord and Barbarian prior to their 
departure. 

And they dearly want the NWA World tag team belts. Don’t 
believe otherwise. Any team with the competitive instinct, of the 
Warriors feels the need for those championship belts. 

For now, however, they're number two. 
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Something new. Why are some wrestlers popular? This issue, “Rat- 
ings Analysis” takes a look at the “Most Popular’ ratings to try to 
get some answers. Next month, a look at the “Most Hat 

ory. 

W i Hulk Hogan took a brief vacation from wrestling, it was 
thought that attendance at WWF arenas would drop drastically, Such 
has not been the case, thanks to new World champion Randy 
Savage, the most popular wrestler in the land. Machomania has 
been a more than adequate replacement for Hulkamania in the eyes 
of the fans .., Did everybody hear the reaction for Sting at the 
Baltimore Great American Bash? Undoubtedly, Sting received the 
loudest ovation of the night. He's taken the NWA by storm! ... 
Many people thought that Lex Luger was robbed in his match 
against sh SWAN World champion Ric Flair, and that will add to his 

; popularity. The female fans love his 
good looks; the male fans are awed 
by his power .,. Jake “The Snake’ 
Roberts came to the rescue of his 
wife Cheryl, started a war against Rick 
Rude, and gained a new legion of 
followers ... Dusty Rhodes, perennial- 
ly popular, charmed even those that 
don't watch wrestling with his Mello 
Yello TV commercial ... Hacksaw 
Duggan can excite a crowd like few 
other wrestlers. He keeps the fans 
screaming for entire matches ... Jerry 
Jake Roberts “The King” Lawler has picked up new 
fans and new respect with nis decision to defend the AWA World 
title in several federations ... Kerry Von Erich’s popularity has waned 
since 1984, but “The Modern-Day Warrior” still has the Von Erich 
charisma, charm, and good looks ... As far as the ladies are con- 
cerned, The Ultimate Warrior is the most popular man in the WWF 

.. And Kevin Von Erich showed why the Von Erichs are so popular 
when he “wrestled” in a charity match against two-year-old Jessica 
McClure. 


Everyone knows it’s windy ... Windy City Wrestling, that is, which 
makes its first appearance in our revolving ratings category. Operat- 
ing out of Chicago and throughout Illinois, Windy City is one of the 
newest federations in the sport, yet boasts some outstanding talent, 
including Bam Bam Bigelow (recently departed from the WWF), the 
legendary Abdullah the Butcher, and Paul £, Dangerously’s army, 
including Eddie Gilbert. The Windy City heavyweight champion is 
Steve Regal. 


Agree to disagree ... or agree to agree. Either way, we want to 
hear what you think about our ratings. The address for mail is: 
“Ratings Analysis” clo Wrestling Superstars, Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
NY 11571. O 





























Start your own money making business! 


Make up to “26” an hour— 
even while learning ! 7,257 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn—Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extra inciuded With Your 

great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular Cost Locksmith Training 

lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 

millions seek more protection against zooming crime. a) a vs sae 

Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! 7 end SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away ont malecaere 


You're in “business' ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 
tirement — good jobs, too 









Stallatio is 
valuable and 
timely instruction 
includes all special tools and 
supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
such exte 
tapidly e 
your Locksmith trair Ing 


ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
How to change combinations, in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 
Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. 
You'll find it fascinating and high- 
ly profitable work. 





SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation 
Discover what's in Locks smithing tor you — how Foley-Belsaw's Master 
Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on 
to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men : la 
have succeeded in this fascinating ‘ Ex. : ev’ 
and highly profitable field... ~ ’ 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked 


gp ALL SPECIAL TOOLS 


for advice from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 





This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 
add up to $200 a 
month to your income. 


THIS PRO KEY = 
MACHINE IS << 
YOURS TO KEEP! <* rachel 


Find out all about it! § it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 

send postcard) to receive full information RUSH 

and details by return mail. DO /T TODAY! COUPON! 








and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine 





“Tl always 
wanted to be in 


business for myself 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept 11489 


and now | am Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


thanks to 
Foley-Beltau 





AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDED! 


There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


Institute 
David Fairbrather—Dave's Locksmith Service RUSH COUPON TODAY SN ae oes Y FOLEY \ 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED Kansas City, Mo. 64120 UanTy 
“I opened my own business, spare YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
lime, seven months after I enrolled and gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 





made a profit of $329 for the first week.” j 


“ 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort 1 average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.’ 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 


..» YOU Can Do It Too! hk 


and that no salesman will call 


BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 
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your own PLUS complete 
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details on our 30-Da 
copy today! 


ay 
NO RISK Trial Offer! State __ Lip 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

®@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

® Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade '83” 

®The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood's hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive’ 

@All this, and much, much more, 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


—---—-—-—-—-—-—----------+ 


Make check or money order payable and send to: | 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING | 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 


Please check which format you want: 0 VHS 0 Beta 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 


| 

Please rush me copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
tape | am ordering. | 
| 


a a Se ee ee ee 
pS | ooo a a) eee ee | 
City State _ Zip __ | 


ee ae re ee ee eee | 





Pro Wrestling illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash’"’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash’’: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
@Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

®Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arm Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

®@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


F seas check or money order payable and send to: 
| tv sports l 
| BOX 48 RINGMASTERS | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 
| Please check which format you want. VHS CBeta | 
Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American | 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & I 
| handling) for each tape | am ordering. | 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| City _ State _ Zip ___ | 
SS ee a ee eee 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


